As you know, 196 stu-

dents, 38 chaperones and

53 parents traveled to

China on March 28

through April 5. All of us

will remember our expe-

riences in China for the

rest of our lives. Our

band performed four
times - on the Great Wall, on Wangfujing
Street, on Nanjing Road (with all of its neon
signage) and at our sister school in Shang-
hai, the Shanghai Foreign Language School.
We were very impressed with the large cities
of Beijing and Shanghai with their sheer
size, 15,000 million and 18,000 million peo-
ple respectively. I can still picture the many
construction cranes operating in both Bei-
jing and Shanghai. You could really see the
booming Chinese economy and growth of
these cities. I was also struck with the densi-
ty of the housing in both cities with count-
less numbers of condominiums. Clearly, liv-
ing in the city is a strong desire for many
people. While in China, we were very im-
pressed with the friendliness of the people. It
was moving to play together with Chinese
student bands from both Beijing and Shang-
hai. All of us on the trip felt the we were
building a bridge between our two countries.
When our band played the theme from the
Olympics and many popular American
songs, they were warmly received by our
Chinese audiences. All of us were impressed
by the long and distinguished history of the
Chinese people. We were captivated and in-
trigued by the size of Tian'anmen Square,
the splendor of the Forbidden City and the
Summer Palace, the fascinating Hutongs of
Beijing. the historic Gu Lau Drum Tower,
the beautiful Yu Garden in Shanghai, the
\beautiful canals of Zhujiajiao and the mod-

ern skyline of the Bund area in Shanghai.

All of our students left with great re-
spect for the accomplishments of the Chi-
nese people both in the past and certainly
now in the 21st century. Many of us want to
return to China for next year's Summer
Olympic Games because we saw many of
the preparations for this important interna-
tional event. Seeing the construction of the
"Bird Nest" Stadium gave us all an exciting
preview of what the world will see when the
games begin in August of 2008. As you can
see, we had an incredible visit to China and
would like to have spent more time visiting
other locations. We will never forget the
many people who made us feel so welcome
in their country and the emphasis placed on
education among the people. Clearly, the
Chinese people view education as the road to
success in life. During this trip we strength-
ened our existing ties with the Shanghai For-
eign Language School and developed a new
relationship with the Hebei International
School. Students from Hebei Province near
Beijing will visit Shaker Heights High
School along with their teachers in October
2007 for several weeks. We are pleased that
the Chinese Language will be offered again
to students at Shaker Heights High School
and expanded to elementary and middle
school students next year.

Many of the students who traveled to
China are even more motivated to study the
Chinese language and enroll in our Asian
Studies course offered in conjunction with
the Cleveland Museum of Art and Beach-
wood City Schools. Education and interest
about China is growing in Shaker Heights,
northeast Ohio and throughout the United
States. For those of us who made the trip, it
was truly a life-changing experience.

James J. Paces, D.A.
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how well designed.

Kand such.

I was really impressed by was all the gorgeous gardens in Chi-
na- the Summer Palace, the Forbidden City in Beijing, and the Yu
Yuan Gardens in Shanghai. I was surprised at how big they were and

1 was honestly surprised by how much I loved being in China-
there was so much to look at and so much to do that I really want to
go back so that I can see more. All the people were very nice to us
and one of my favorite parts of the whole trip was talking to Chinese
teenagers- at the Shanghai Foreign Language School and the students
from Beijing #166, even though most of the time we were speaking
in English. Going to China really made me want to study Chinese
more because I saw how big China was and how many people live
there and how important it is to learn to speak Chinese now. I think
more people my age would study Chinese if they took trips the like
the one I went on because they would see that there are a lot of peo-
ple who speak Chinese, as opposed to just hearing about it at school
Harper Sutherland

My favorite\ 4
thing about visiting
China was getting to
see another culture. I
loved visiting the
Forbidden City be-
cause it was so big
and extremely beauti-
ful. It was so cool to
see the great architec-
ture and so much his-
tory there.

for me. My favorite

a lot from visiting

band visited, spoke

able to bargain with
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jiajiao. It was incredibly beautiful and we were able to see
how some people in China live. I also thought that I learned

home in one of the Hutongs of Beijing. This style of home
is very different from ours here. I was surprised to find that
most of the shopkeepers in the parts of China, which the

skills I learned in Chinese class many times. I was often

tors they provided. I was also able to use my Chinese skills
to ask whether or not stores had specific items, where re-
strooms were, and whether or not the people at our concerts
liked our music. I wish that we could have had more time in
China and I would love to go back and visit someday.

part was seeing the canal town of Zhu-

a Chinese woman's quadrangle style

some English. However, I used the

shopkeepers without using the calcula-

I hope
this will work
for the news-
paper. If you
would  like
something

else, please e-
mail me back
at obo
hobol0@gma
il.com

\ school year to a close. Sarah Sy

High School marching band
travels internationally once
every three years. This year,
members of the marching
band were given the oppor-
tunity to travel to China with
200 of their peers. The trip
consisted of the marching
band, the directors, chaper-
ones,
parents. As a member of the marching band, I was extremely excited
when the trip to China was announced. Having traveled with the
band to Italy in 2004, I knew that this trip would be even more mon-
umental and stimulating. The trip began in Beijing, where the
itinerary was packed with the usual tourist attractions of Tiananmen
Square, the Forbidden City, the Summer Palace, and the Great Wall.
We gave two performances while visiting Beijing: one on the Great
Wall and the other on Wangfujing Street. At both locations, it
seemed as if the band drew huge crowds. The band also traveled to
Shanghai were we gave two more performances: on Nanjing Road
and at our sister school, the Shanghai Foreign Language School. The
performance at SFLS was the most memorable of them all. Follow-
ing the performance we were able to interact with the students at the
school as they showed us around. Since we have returned home, 1?ve
been able to keep in touch with several of the younger students that
we met at the SFLS. Overall, the trip was an amazing and unique ex-
perience that I will never forget and was a great way to bring the
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The band trip to China was an amazing experience

Here is my paragraph on my a-
mazing experiences in China.

Although the whole trip was the
best experience of my life three events
stick out in my mind. The first is our
first concert in Beijing, which was on
the Great Wall of China. This experi-
ence was amazing because I got to
climb and play on something that has
been in my textbooks over the years
and it was right in front of me. The
second event that sticks in my mind
would have to be in Shanghai when
we played on Nanjing Street. [
thought it was great having our con-
cert live on huge screens behind us as
we played for the tremendous crowd
of smiling people. The third event
was our last day in Shanghai when we

@reformed for and with the Shanghai

Foreign Language School. 1 loved
meeting all the students and talking
with them about their favorite activities
and their school. The ten-day experi-
ence in China is something that I will
remember for a long time. This trip

was without a doubt the highlight of my
year.

Anna Griffith




