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Mimi Jong couldn’t be-
lieve her ears. The concerto ema-
nating from her radio featured a
Chinese erhu, a little-known (at
leastin the West) two-stringed in-
strument she’s played since she
was too small to sit in a chair and
reach the floor. “I dropped ev-
ery-thing to listen,” says Jong,
who began playing the erhu as a
10-year-old living in Indonesia.
Her father also played the instru-
ment.

While listening, Jong, a
Navahoe Drive resident, decided
to track down the erhu player cre-
ating the beautiful, soulful music.
Her search lead her to Karen Han,
a young woman who has made a
career out of the erhu—playing
concerts around the world and
performing on soundtracks to
films that include “The Last Em-

EAST MEETS WEST

Karen Han is considered an
erhu virtuoso, having played
concerts around the world
and performed on sound-
tracks to “The Last Emper—
or,” “Anna and the King”
and “The Joy Luck Club.”

Mt. Lebanon resident Mimi Jong has played the
erhu since she was a child growing up in In-
donesia. It was their mutual love of the instru—
ment that brought Han and Jong together. Jong
is thrilled to see her friend come to Pittsburgh to
perform.
tice spreading peace and love,” Jong says.

“The concert is a means for us to prac

peror,” “Anna and the King” and “The Joy
Luck Club.”

Jong and Han’s e-mail correspon-
dence began with technical questions about
the new erhu Jong had recently purchased,
but quickly blossomed into a friendship. It
wasn’t long before Jong asked Han if she’d

| perform a concert in Pittsburgh.

“Listening to her music, one can flow
through East and West freely --- the
bound-aries disappear,” says Jong, an archi-
tect who runs MLJ Architects. “To me this is
an experience of absolute peace. The merg-
ing of East and West in her music is uplifting
and invigorating. I would love to share this
experience with our larger Pittsburgh com-
munity.”

When Han agreed to a Steel City per-
formance, Jong’s biggest question was,
“How will I make her visit meaningful?”

The answer: Make the concert a com-
munity endeavor to coincide with Asian Her-
itage Month. Area organizations that have a-
greed to sponsor the event include the Zen
Center of Pitts-burgh, Celebrating Diversity
(Jong is a member of both), Creative Arts
and Performing Arts High School (CAPA),
the Pittsburgh Asian American Young Pro-
fessional Assoc-iation, Sesame Inn and The
Mattress Factory. Freddie Fu (Steelers’ team
physician) and his wife, Hilda, are the event’
s honorary chairs, and WQED FM’s Jim

Cunningham will interview Han on air
during her two-day visit.

In addition to the concert, Han
will teach a free workshop at CAPA
while she is here. Jong says her mission
for the concert is “to provide a continu-
ing context for shar-ing between East-
ern and Western cultures through the u-
niversal language of the arts, in order to
nurture learning, understanding and ac-
ceptance of all of our wonderful differ-
ences.”

Helping Jong organize her visit
are co-chairs Roberta Horwitz and Jane
Harter.The trio is working to raise
about $4,000 in funding for the event
and hopes to interestthe Senator John
Heinz Pittsburgh Regional History Cen-
ter in linking the event to its Asian Her-
itage Month festivities.

Jong’s dream is to see the concert
draw a diverse audience from Chinese
and non-Chinese communities as well
as traditional and classical music back-
grounds. She also hopes the concert and
workshop will become an annual event
in Pittsburgh.

“Karen’s [music] is about love,
peace and beauty,”says Jong. “She is
able to touch her Eastern and Western
audience by expressing her deep feel-
ings through her erhu.”
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Han, who now resides in Los An-
geles, began studying the erhu at age 6
and earned a master’s degree from the
Central Conservatory of Music in Bei-
jing. She has performed with the British

Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, the
Paris National Orchestra and the
Columbus Symphony.

The erhu (pronounced AIR-who)
was introduced in China during the
Sung Dynasty (960 to 1279 A.D.). Ac-
cording to Jong, very few people in the
world play the erhu—which translates
to “two-stringed barbarian instrument”
—that sounds similar to a viola. Unlike
a viola or a violin, howev-er, the erhu
has no frets, is held vertically and has
only two strings. Erhus can range in
size from as small as a viola to as large
as a cello. In expert hands—such as
Han’s—the erhu produces a soulful,
haunting, somewhat nasal sound.

—M.A. JACKSON
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Tao’ s Auto Service

Saturday, March 3 or 10,
2007 between 12:00 - 2:
00 p.m.

Sunday, March 4 or 11, 2007
between 1:30 - 3:30 p.m.
Sunday, March 4, 2007 7:00
p-m. @ VIP reception
where:

Pittsburgh Convention Cen-
ter

Home and Garden Show

Girl Scouts Playhouse village
what:

Mini performance for 10 to 20
min.

Pick your own date and time -

contact Mimi Jong @ 412 344
5628 or mljarchitects@comcast.net

Every playhouse has a story,
every story has a playhouse. The
heart of CurtainCall’s story is the
circle of completion and perfection,
“no-beginning-and-no-end.” In
this space, we may see the moon
symbolizing wisdom, beauty and
imagination. We may also see the
rabbit hole, symbolizing adventure,
magic and marvel. In the Chinese
legend, beautiful Chang Er con-
sumed the forbidden elixir of life.
She became lighter than the air and
floated to the moon, only to take
her pet rabbit as her companion.

Once a year she was allowed to re-
turn to earth. Hence you see Chang
Er jumping out of the moon with
her pet rabbit behind her. And then
there’s Alice who followed the
rabbit into another enchanted
world. Here, East and West inter-
sect becoming a new story where
the circle is completed. Ying be-
came yang and yang become ying,
constantly moving with each other
in a continuous waltz, with no be-
ginning and no end, interlocking on
this playful stage. Between the
many circles, a new dimension of
life may be created by the children
who
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Northern Eagle Claw @ Northern Shaolin ® Yang Tai Chi ¢ Chi Kung
Two Man Partner Training ¢ Classical Chinese Weapons ® Self Defense
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Private Classes Available
Head Instructor—Sifu David Slaughter

Cranberry Twp., PA 16066
Phone: (412) 965-5914
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9235 Pel’l‘y Highway, Pittsburgh PA 15237 (across the street of the Fairview garden center)
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Email: SifuSlaughter @ aol.com




