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Good Morning Everyone,

Thank you for joining us
today. This event would
not be possible without
many people's help, espe-
cially Doug Nguyen, Fil de
Banate, Terri de Banate,
Radhika Reddy, Laura
Huang, Jason Tang, Tony
Chen, Ella Fong, Tracey
Necek, Mayor Bibb, Angela
Shute-Woodson, and sever-
al of my board members, please stand. They are
the first Asian Liaison Advisory Board. Lastly, my
friends and community partners in the audience, it
is you why I work. We, the speakers, are here to-
day because we want to hear your concerns, issues,
suggestions, and ideas. Please talk to us and share
your thoughts. You bring here fills my heart with
joy and gratitude. Thank you for coming.

Today's White House initiative on Asian
Americans, Native Hawaiians, and Pacific Is-
landers Great Lakes Regional Network Community
Roundtable was a successful event because of the
20 commissioners and directors from various fed-
eral agencies who spoke, many were Asians. Hav-
ing these leaders share their personal family immi-
grant stories, it was totally inspirational, and also
comforting to know that these Asians have chosen
to become "public servants" to serve us, the people
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of the immigrant and refugee communities. The
other reason that today's event was special, was the
audience, which comprised people from these
Asian countries: Afghanistan, Armenia,
Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, India, Indonesia,
Japan, Lebanon, Malaysia, Nepal, Pakistan, Philip-
pines, Russia, Singapore, South Korean, Sri Lanka,
Syria, Taiwan, Thailand, and Vietnam. They
showed the diversity of Cleveland. More impor-
tantly, many people in the audience stood up and
ask questions of the speakers. The dialog is the
goal of this Community Roundtable. Both speak-
ers and attendees walked away from today' event
knowing that many future conversations/meet-
ings/events are needed.
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Attending the
1 WHIAANHPI Great
Lakes Region’s
Community

Roundtable was an
immensely gratify-
ing experience. As
an 18-year veteran
Chinese teacher,
witnessing the na-
tional support and
resources  provided
to Asian communi-
ties filled me with pride and optimism. The ses-
sion on financial literacy was particularly en-
lightening, offering valuable insights into man-
aging finances that are crucial for both small
business owners and individuals in our commu-
nity. This knowledge can significantly empower
our community members to achieve greater fi-
nancial stability and success, thereby enhancing
their overall quality of life.

The emphasis on language access, educa-
tional, and employment protections resonated
deeply with me as a public school educator. En-
suring that all individuals have equal opportuni-
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ties to access vital services and protections is
fundamental to fostering an inclusive and equi-
table society. Personally experienced the upris-
ing of hate comments due to my race at the
workplace. Understanding the right and re-
sources to implement into my daily work is es-
sential for the educators and students who look
like me. The discussions around promoting lan-
guage access and advocating for educational and
employment rights highlighted the importance of
these issues in our daily lives. Additionally, the
professional networking opportunities provided
a platform to connect with like-minded individu-
als and organizations, paving the way for future
collaborations and shared successes. Overall,
this event reinforced my commitment to support-
ing and uplifting the Asian community, leverag-
ing the national resources and support available
to us.

Raina Li
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