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Here are my thoughts about ASIA
ASIA experienced unforgettable
labor pains from its birthing. There was
much skepticism from inside and out-
side the community whether this agency
would be full term, normal and thriving.
One question that resonated was
that no one knows who we are. Asians
in America are not recognized as a sta-
tistically significant data category. They
are invisible and missing in history.
Compounding ASIA's efforts is
the pervasive “model minority” myth
held by the mainstream and also tena-
ciously held by our own Asians who
have realized their American dreams.
Asians are equally vulnerable to the dis-
eases mainstream members have. But
access and care can be barriers
At the beginning of ASIA's advo-
cacy work with main stream providers
for inclusion in public health prevention
programs, their response typically was,
“are they having problems and where
are they?” Or silence that resonates and
translates to indifference and apathy,
discounting and demoralizing. ASIA did
not succumb to these responses but per-
severed and gave providers the benefit
of the doubt that we all need to learn
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more from each other and work to-
gether.

This year we celebrate our 25
Anniversary that is actually 27th due
to Covid delay. We now have two
sites and two medical clinics in NE O-
hio, one in Akron and one in Cleve-
land.

Last year we served over 58,000
clients and helped improve the quality
of life for Asian Americans, young and
old. Over the years all the blood,
sweat and tears were well worth it.
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The future of ASIA will be about
more partnership with our coalition of
alliances. We cannot support the new-
ly arrived immigrant and refugee com-
munity without the help of the entire
village. We are currently seeing the
consequences of closing America's
doors to the international community
--- significant workforce shortages. As
the United States starts to welcome the
international community again, ASIA
will be there to invest in them and be a
community catalyst.
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