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A Plea from
Cleveland Clinic

This past month has been sobering for many of us
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in healthcare. Nearly two years after the
COVID-19 pandemic began, we’re seeing some of
the highest volumes of patients with the disease in
hospitals throughout the Midwest. Here at Cleve-
land Clinic, we’re caring for more than 800 pa-
tients with COVID-19 at our Ohio hospitals. Of
these patients, more than 200 are in the intensive
care unit. The majority of these patients are unvac-
cinated. Our Ohio emergency departments are
filled. We have people waiting to get into our hos-
pitals. Neighboring hospitals in our communities
are facing the same issues. We’ve had to postpone
many non-urgent surgeries in Ohio as
we try to leave enough space for pa-
tients with COVID-19. Our physicians,
nurses and caregivers are working
around-the-clock to care for these sick
patients. They are exhausted.Today, we
come to you with a plea. Get vaccinat-
ed. Please. Whether you are due for
your booster shot, undecided about get-
ting your child vaccinated or have been
leery of the vaccine all along. The sci-
ence is clear. Vaccines save lives.
Please, get vaccinated. For those of you
who have lost a loved one to COVID-19

this year, we extend our deepest sympathies. We
feel your loss. We share in your grief. We, too, are
heartbroken. The only way we can get through this
is together. Please do your part for yourself, your
family and your community. Get vaccinated. Wear
your mask, wash your hands and stay home if
you're feeling ill. Cleveland Clinic will always be
here for you when you need compassionate,
high-quality care. The sun will rise tomorrow
morning, and with it will bring renewed hope for a
better day.??We wish you and yours a joyous holi-
day season & a happy and healthy New Year.
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