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MidTown  Cleve-
land Inc.

For most of us, the
impact of coron-
avirus  began in
March 2020, with
travel bans, school
closings and lock-
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downs. The racial fear and mistrust
spawned by COVID, however, caused
“a serious decrease in business for
AsiaTown merchants beginning in
January and February,” according to
Karis Tzeng, a community develop-
ment specialist with MidTown Cleve-
land who focuses her work on the
near East Side neighborhood.

Many of its 40 Asian-owned
businesses are small, family-run es-
tablishments that had temporarily
closed even before state shutdowns, #
Tzeng explained, casting a cloud of
insecurity over the entire community.
“We really wanted to do something to both meet
the needs of food access in the neighborhood and
to kind of create some community connection
points, because we were hearing that a lot of resi-
dents were feeling isolated and alone,” she said.

In response, Tzeng spearheaded the Feed
AsiaTown pop-up food distribution program. Ev-
ery other week, MidTown Cleveland partners with
neighborhood restaurants, gives them a boost by
buying boxed meals and then distributes those to
residents for free.

“It also became an opportunity to sort of
check in with residents and do things like pass out
masks,” she said.

For the newish AsiaTown Initiatives —
launched when Tzeng joined MidTown Cleveland
in June 2019 — Tzeng said the pandemic provid-
ed an unexpected boost to her fledging efforts to
foster relationships with the residents and busi-

nesses.

Tzeng did her undergraduate work at the U-
niversity of Pennsylvania and earned a master’s
degree from the University of Michigan before
honing her community development skills in Ann
Arbor, Michigan, and in Philadelphia’s China-
town.

Under Tzeng’s leadership, MidTown Cleve-
land has secured close to $200,000 for AsiaTown
projects, including funding for COVID-19 relief,
business support, language access and translation,
public infrastructure and cultural programming,
said the nonprofit’s vice president, Joyce Huang.

“She is creative, kind, empathetic and scrap-
py, while also approaching community develop-
ment with thoughtfulness and inclusion, meaning
that she is able to build upon relationships and
partnerships,” Huang said.

— Judy Stringer
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1550 East 30th St, Cleveland, Ohio
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40-50 seats

Kitchen and Restrooms in Rear
Dining Room in Front

Outdoor Walk—in Cooler/Freezer

— Great space for small restaurant
- Located at Asia Plaza

— |deal for Asian cuisine

@ ﬁ —1,800 SF
- Seating for 40—50 people
St Claire Ave — Build to suit
— High traffic area
Aﬁi Superior Ave. — Great visibility

— Near Downtown Cleveland
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/i Payne Ave. — Close to CSU, Cleveland Clinic
_%.A? Chester Ave. - Néxi to Park to Shop Supermarket
322 — Join other great restaurants

- 80+ car parking lot
For leasing information, call 216-789-4491
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216-321-3462(%) | 216-309-1986(F )
2204 S Taylor Road, Cleveland Heights, OH 44118




