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Basketball Star Ty Law-
son Appealing CBA Life—
time Ban, Aims to Return
to China

Former NBA first round draft pick Ty Law-
son is working hard to appeal his lifetime ban in
the Chinese Basketball Association. Lawson was
banned from the CBA in September of 2020 after
making a social media post that was interpreted to
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we had any doubts about his character."

Prior to the CBA ban, Lawson had played 3
seasons in China, 2 with the Shandong Golden
Stars and 1 with Fujian. Lawson was one of the
most exciting point guards in the Chinese league,
averaging 26 points and § assists per game in 103
games played. He was a fan favorite in many Chi-
nese cities prior to his social media post.

"It was an error of judgment, and I regret that
I made that social media post," Lawson said. "I've
always aimed to be professional and respectful of
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be culturally offensive. Now, one year later, Law-
son has played professionally in Greece, and most
recently signed with US Monastir in the Basketball
Africa League (BAL).

Lawson played well for his team in Greece,
and did not have any incidents on or off of the
court while playing there.

"Ty Lawson is a great professional, and we
are glad we had him on our team," said team head
coach and general manager. "We only want first
class people in our organization, and we never
would have signed him to come into our country if
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people in every country in go to. I am terribly sor-
ry that I offended the people in China. It is not a
representation of who I am as a person."

With the 2021-2022 CBA Season underway,
some CBA teams would still love to have Ty Law-
son as an import talent for this season. Lawson
said he is staying in shape and hoping that the
CBA and China will be him in a different light one
year later.

"I made some good relationships with people
in China while I was there, and many fans still
reach out because they know my character," said
Lawson. "If I am allowed to
come back into China, I am
definitely going to work
closer with the CBA and
league leaders to be sure for-
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right space abroad.

"What I've learned most
is that traveling abroad is
bigger than basketball, and
what is ok in one culture
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other culture," Lawson said.

"I hope that the Chinese
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