Education, Labor Departments Renew Efforts to Help
Unemployed Americans Pursue Postsecondary Education

Today, the U.S. Department of Educa-
tion, in partnership with the U.S. Department
of Labor, launched an initiative to help con-
nect millions of unemployed Americans to
postsecondary education, especially those dis-
placed from their employment during the pan-
demic. To help all Americans seek education-
al opportunities or training that lead to good
jobs, the Departments of Education and Labor
will alert institutions of higher education and
state workforce agencies about ways to help
unemployment insurance (UI) beneficiaries
access postsecondary education opportunities.

The Biden Administration began this
outreach with a series of actions:

The Department of Education updated
prior guidance to financial aid administrators
at institutions of higher education about their
authority to exercise “professional judgment”
for individual financial aid applicants and ad-
just recently unemployed applicants’ income
to zero. This action has helped ensure that
students receive the maximum benefit to
which they are entitled toward their postsec-
ondary education.

The Department of Labor will alert
state workforce agencies that Ul recipients, in
many cases, are eligible for postsecondary ed-
ucation funding like federal student aid at in-
stitutions of higher education.

“l am heartened that through these

COVID-19 Update: Vaccinations Increasing,

Delta Variant, Local Efforts Encouraged
]

(COLUMBUS, Ohio)—Ohio Governor Mike
DeWine and Ohio Department of Health Di-
rector Bruce Vanderhoff, M.D. today updated
Ohioans about the state of the COVID-19
virus in Ohio.

“The spread of the Delta variant has
dramatically accelerated since I last spoke 10
days ago. We are at the high level of cases
since last February,” said Governor DeWine.

Today 3,235 positive COVID-19 cases
were reported. To put that into context, there
have been three days in the last week with
more than 3,000 newly reported cases. Prior
to the past week, there hasn’t been a single
day with over 3,000 newly reported cases
since February.

While vaccina-
tions across the state
continue, for children
ages 12 to 17 years
old, only 35% of them

changes, the U.S. Departments of Education
and Labor are helping unemployed Americans
have the chance to go back to school, gain
new knowledge and skills, and access oppor-
tunity through higher education,” said U.S.
Secretary of Education Miguel Cardona.
“These efforts will go a long way toward ex-
panding the middle class, growing the econo-
my, and helping individuals lead thriving
lives and support their families, as our nation
continues to recover from the effects of the
pandemic. I’m looking forward to furthering
this invaluable cross-agency partnership and
to seeing the ways that more Americans can
benefit from it.”

Additionally, the U.S. Department of E-
ducation created a new landing page that
states can share with Ul beneficiaries to help
them identify offerings at colleges that are al-
so eligible training providers under the Work-

eral student aid eligibility. Subsequent re-
search into the effectiveness of that initiative
indicated that eligible individuals who re-
ceived information about their potential Fed-
eral Pell Grant eligibility were 40 % more
likely to enroll in a postsecondary program.
Today’s announcement builds on the
Biden Administration’s commitment to ad-
dress the current economic crisis resulting
from the pandemic and provide support to the
colleges and communities that need it most.
Last month, the Department announced tem-
porary changes to the federal student aid veri-
fication process to remove obstacles from bor-
rowers and focus on fraud. The Department
has also provided access to billions in emer-
gency aid to students and relief to institutions
through the Higher Education Emergency Re-
lief Fund and has released guidance urging in-
stitutions to take steps to prevent the spread of
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force Innovation and Opportunity Act
(WIOA). Through WIOA, the federal govern-
ment invests in the public workforce system.
In some states, Ul recipients can continue to
receive benefits while attending school or
training. The website is available at col-
legescorecard.ed.gov/training.

This action renews a similar effort un-
dertaken in 2009 by the Obama Administra-
tion, when more than 20 million individuals
received information about their potential fed-

" are currently vaccinated.

“The best way to
make sure that your child
can stay in school and not
have his or her classes in-
terrupted is for that child
to be vaccinated. If that
child cannot be vaccinat-
ed, then best way to en-
sure a good school year is
for that child to wear a
mask in class,” added
Governor DeWine.

School officials
making decisions about
their district's mask poli-
cy should refer to the O-
hio Department of Health's COVID-19 Health and
Prevention Guidance for Ohio K-12 Schools re-
leased earlier this summer.

“Delta isn’t just a danger to adults. While
children are less likely than adults to get severely ill
from COVID-19, they are not invincible and most
certainly can, and do, become ill. And, indeed, our
children’s hospitals continue to see tragic cases of
previously healthy children struck down by this
virus and now requiring intensive medical care.
And, of course, when either children or adults be-
come sick from COVID-19, they can spread it to
others who may then suffer severe health outcomes,
or even death, said Dr. Vanderhoff. “The bottom

line is that COVID-19 is a very bad virus, even for
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COVID-19 and support their students.
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our children. Without question, vacci-
nations are the best protection one can
have from COVID-19.”
CASE DATA/VACCINE INFORMA-
TION

In-depth COVID-19 data for O-
hio: coronavirus.ohio.gov.
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