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Cleveland, OH - The Cleveland
Asian Festival (CAF) is a grassroots
festival that highlights Cleveland’s
AsiaTown, Diversity, and Asian Cul-
ture in Northeast Ohio. It was orga-
nized in 2010 by volunteer community
leaders to celebrate Cleveland’s diver-
sity and Asian Pacific American Her-
itage month (May). The pandemic
caused the cancellation of the 2020
CAF but it will be back - virtually -
in 2021.

The 2021 Cleveland Asian Festi-
val will take place on Saturday May 22,
2021at 10:30am for about 90 minutes.
The virtual Festival will include perfor-
mances, highlight businesses in Asia-
Town and around the City and provide
health resources. Participants will go
on a quick virtual tour of the different
shopping centers in AsiaTown.

Johnny Wu, one of the founders
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duced a popular, well-attended virtual
celebration of Lunar New Year earlier
this year.

Lisa Wong, president of OCAGC
and one of the founders of CAF, says
“We're excited about this year's Cleve-
land Asian Festival and the opportuni-
ty to celebrate Asian Pacific American
Heritage Month this May. While this
year's event will be virtual, we hope
viewers will learn more about the rich
and diverse Asian cultures we have
here in Northeast Ohio. We invite ev-
eryone to patronize the local Asian
businesses and to continue supporting
the APA community during these
challenging times.”

About the
Asian Festival

The Cleveland Asian Festival is
an annual celebration of Asian Pacific
American Heritage month in May in

2021 Cleveland

of CAF says, “CAF is always consid-

ered the festival that kicks off summer. We were
hoping for this year to be an in-person event but
with Covid's restrictions and the lack of events
permits directions from the City, we are doing it
virtually to celebrate our culture and diversity.
We also hope to entice viewers to check out Asi-
aTown and try all the wonderful places we offer

once they can."

The mission of CAF has remained the same
over the years:

Strengthening the identity of AsiaTown and
supporting its economic growth
Educating and promoting Asian culture and tra-
ditions

Celebrating Asian Pacific American Her-

itage Month and Cleveland’s Diversity
Uniting Cleveland’s Asian Community

The 2021 CAF comes at a time when there
has been a rise in anti-Asian hate and violence.
The thousand or so who attended the peaceful
#StopAsianHate rally in Cleveland earlier this
month will be joined by thousands of others on-
line for this virtual event. The same group pro-

Cleveland’s AsiaTown neighborhood.
It is a landmark undertaking to unite the commu-
nity through collaboration and recognition of its
culture, diversity, and people. The 2021 Cleve-
land Asian Festival will be held virtually on Sat-
urday May 22 at 10:30AM at Cleveland Asian
Festival’s YouTube and Facebook pages as well
as clevelandasianfestival.org/2021
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CSU Confucius Institute
Summer Classes

Learning Chinese through Film
——QOpen to intermediate Chinese learners

——Watch Chinese films, understand the languag:
and culture, practice listening and speaking

course

Advanced Chinese Language (l)
——QOpen to advanced-low Chinese learners
——Cover advanced level vocabulary, grammar,
speaking, and writing

Learning Chinese through Music
——Open to elementary-high and above Chinese learners
—-Learning Chinese songs, understand the language anc
culture, practice singing and speaking

Semester: May 24-July 9
Classes per Week: 2
Class Meeting Time: TBD
Class Format:

Tuition: $150

Registration:
https://www.csuohio.edu/confucius/
—information-and-registration

Virtual Class (via Zoom)

Contact
Dr. Huiwen Li
h.li84 @ csuohio.edu
216-687-5431

CONFUCIUS INSTITUTE

AT CLEVELAND STATE UNIVERSITY




