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“For many years I have had a dream,” de-  to honor both Vietnamese veterans and US veter- Dan kept saying to me: ‘I know you would like many in our neighborhoods did not even know
clared Director Gia Hoa Ryan, the Executive Di- ans as well as the Vietnamese people in the US. this other third site.” He took us all to that site. ~ what a cultural garden was,” Ms. Ryan noted.

rector and Founder of the Friendship Foundation This would be called ‘The Vietnamese Cultural “When 1 first saw Dan’s site, | knew right ~ “Some, when they thought of a garden, pictured a
of American Vietnamese. | wanted to build Garden.”” away this would be the home for our garden at garden growing vegetables. We had to educate
something which would honor both everyone on the concept of a cul-
our Vietnamese people and the tural garden. Actually, this gave

many veterans—both American
and Vietnamese--who had sacri-
ficed so much to help my country.”

She had seen others who

w—e|  have form and beauty, to the gar-
den plantings.”

¥.

THE DREAM IS COMINGTRUE o . 2

As for the permits, the
group had to go thru the Federa-
tion Design and Planning Com-
mittees to present all plans and
gain approval. Then they had to
appear at Cleveland City Devel-
opment and the Park committee
for presentation and a vote on the

had similar memorial dreams, (in
the spirit of Dr. Martin Luther
King. )
“In the early 1990’s,” she recalled,
“Some Vietnamese veterans ap-
plied to the Cleveland Cultural
Garden Federation to establish a
garden in memory of Vietnamese | &4
veterans. This effort was led by project. Through this time-con-
Mr. Le Nguyen, a Vietnamese vet- ’ § s q ek - L ——e suming and tedious, but absolute-
eran who worked on resettlement o \ g 7l b’ : 2 __2“ JOSQP}H’ Coge ly necessary process, the Viet-
for almost thirty years under the di- L - Fid e namese group had good support
rection of the Cleveland Communi- 711 Dr. Martin Luther King Boulevard, under the from Charlene Crowley and Lori
ty Relations Board. Despite the hard work of the But how could this be hill of the Cleveland Greenhouse gardens. This Ashyk, Executive Director for the Federation.
Vietnamese community and veteran leaders, un- accomplished? “We were still reminded me of the geographic shape of Viet (% P15)
fortunately their vision of a statue and soldiers looking how to contact the Nam and included the hill like our coun- e
memorial was rejected. ‘These are ‘cultural” right persons to get the best & :
gardens,” not for 'war memorials’ they were location and how to build &
told.” a garden for veter-
An effort was launched by American veter- ans--American and Viet- £¥
ans to honor their comrades and provide a namese. One day I men-
memorial. T studied and looked into this,” re- tioned my dream to
membered Ms. Ryan, “The project was headed ~some people who had &=
by a brilliant Attorney--Patrick McLaughlin. started the Internation-
Other veteran leaders included ever-persistent al Hall of Fame. This
Ray Saikus and Judge Michael Jackson (the qui- Was the Hanson Family—
et-spoken inspirer) supported by many others. Dan and his sister Debbie
They did achieve some success and remade the and Mama Hanson.”
Veterans’ Memorial quadrangle near Cleveland The group needed to
Public Square.” get permission from Cleve-
That inspired Ms. Ryan and others in the land City Council who are
Vietnamese and American communities. “We in charge of the Garden co-worker at Eastside Landscaping, Inc.
concluded it’s time for us to promote a project lands. “We were so fortu- They have lots of know-how and profi-
nate,” remembered Ms. Ryan.  “We had support ciency from working on other gardens as well.”

try’s mountains.”
! Now the birth place was found.
- But the group had to get the drawings,
- designs, permits, and definitely lots of
money. They sponsored an interna-
~ tional competition for design. From
~ all over the world they received many
design submissions and ideas.
“Since 2014,” Ms. Ryan
summarized, “We did find a great
garden designer. She has helped us
develop the birth place for a great cul-
&l tural garden. This is Charlene Crowley,
who is a Landscape Industry Certified
Manager and James Freireich, her

from Councilperson Matt Zone whose family has Com- munity support moreover had
always been so helpful to our Vietnamese Com-  {, pe gained for the garden. “At
munity. He would shepherd our enabling resolu- first ‘

tion through City Council.” - ’ \

But where would be the Garden’s |
site? “We know exactly where to
establish this garden,” the Hansons
smiled.

P

“So,” continued Ms. Ryan, “on
January 12 in 2014 on my birthday
we met at the sites of many gardens
along Dr. Martin Luther King
Boulevard. This included Dan and
Debbie Hanson and Sheila Craw-
ford, past President of the Federation
and the dynamic dean of Cleveland’s
Irish Community. There were three

lots available at that time--the first was
cond was okay, but
: o T




