REFLECTIONS ON TEA AND CONVERSA-

TION WITH YING PU,

PUBLISHER OF THE

ERIE CHINESE JOURNAL ... i

Dear Readers,
R ecently, I had the pleasure of sitting down
to a socially distanced tea with Ying Pu,
Publisher of the Erie Chinese Journal. A New
Year often brings reflection and Ying Pu mused
that she has now lived in the U.S. for twen-
ty-nine years, which is longer than the twen-
ty-eight years she had lived in China. She told
me that she loves both countries, and it is clear
that her adopted country loves her back, for she
has been honored and recognized on a number
of occasions throughout the years by the City of
Cleveland for her service to the community.

As publisher of the Erie Chinese Journal,
a bi-monthly publication, she has had the opportunity to meet heads
of state and others in high positions, such as former U.S. Presidents
Barak Obama and Bill Clinton, as well as former First Lady Laura
Bush and Hillary Clinton, who was also a senator and secretary of
state. Considering that meeting such personages is beyond the ex-
pectation of many average Americans, I asked her to tell me more
of her amazing journey on the road from her childhood in China to
her position now, of a well-known, well-respected and much
beloved figure not only in the
Asian-American community,
but in the wider American
community,  encompassing
people of all backgrounds.

Ying Pu told of her
days studying Public Rela-
tions at the University of
Shanghai,
loves people. To this I can
assuredly attest, for I have
seen her warmth, generosity
and exuberant
draw people to her like a
gravitational force! (Even the
family dog, who Ying Pu’s
daughter, insisted
must join the family, chose
Ying Pu as his favorite.
Keke, a miniature Schnauzer,
joined us for tea--- but don’t
worry about Diana,
now happily married and liv-
ing in London.)

Today, Ying Pu com-
pares her newspaper to a
strand of pearls: people are
the pearls and the newspaper
is the string which links them
together.  However, there
were many years of hard
work and uncertainty in the
intervening years leading to
the fulfillment of this lovely,
poetic analogy, and Ying Pu
spoke no English when she
and her husband, Chester Lu,
decided to come to the U.S. Ying B&
in 1991to further his studies ~k
in engineering and computer T}& l-gi-}ﬂ
science.

Their children, Diana and Frank were born in the early 1990s
and Ying Pu worked as a waitress to help support her young family
until her husband completed his advanced studies. Once her hus-
band began working in his field, she was able to spend several years
as a full-time mother, raising their children.

Ying Pu’s inspiration to publish her own newspaper came in
the early 2000s, after she had spent a few years writing articles for
the World Journal, the largest Chinese language newspaper pub-
lished in the U.S.

Her longing to connect people, an entrepreneurial spirit and a
desire to earn her own income, she states, were all factors leading
to her embarking upon the prodigious undertaking of becoming a
publisher.
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tographs, soliciting ads and even delivering the print
editions, Ying Pu has been a one-woman wonder, do-
ing all of this in the early years, on a few hours of
sleep per night. She works enormously hard, which
her daughter confirms with an interesting story of a
family vacation. Diana tells me that when she was
young, the family went on a cruise, which was enjoy-
able to all--- except Ying Pu. With thoughts of arti-
cles to be written, deadlines to meet and contacts to
be made, she found it very nearly to be torture! Ying
Pu’s memory of it now is of too much food and be-
ing separated from her work by too much water, a
clear indication that she truly loves her work and the
people she connects along her strand of pearls.

Reflecting over the years, she states that her experiences in the
publishing world have led to her growth in many ways, including
spiritual growth. Her happiness comes from the happiness which
she brings to others.

Through the internet, the Erie Chinese Journal is available
globally at www.ecjweb.net and she is proud of the fact that the
print run of each edition numbers over 10,000 copies per issue and
is distributed in areas of Cleveland, Columbus, Pittsburg, New
York and Chicago, among
others. Covering stories of in-
ternational, national and local
interest as well as sports, hu-
man interest, entertainment
and culture, her readership has
come to depend upon the Erie
Chinese Journal as an impor-
tant part of their lives. Karis
b/ Tzeng, AsiaTown Project
Manager for the non-profit
MidTown Cleveland, cites the
benefit to the community on
many fronts, including the dis-
semination of valuable and re-
liable information to aid in
protecting against the coron-
Particularly, Ms.
Tzeng also noted the impor-
tance of the physical newspa-
per due to the lack of comput-
er access in some areas.

However, news organiza-
tions, both large and small
were suffering in the pre-pan-
demic era, and now, Ying Pu
notes, the struggle for survival
in this era of pandemic is very
real. As a testament to the

avirus.

value of her work, the Erie
Chinese Journal was awarded
b 2 Covid-19 Local News Relief
Fund grant from the Facebook
Journalism Project Communi-
ty Network Grant Program in
May of 2020.

As Ying Pu spoke of her
love of the culture of both the
east and the west, saying that
being immersed in each makes
life colorful, I could not help
but recall the words of a 19 th century writer:

“Trade has ever been the grand pioneer of civilization, and
wherever in the past or present we find a nation or people engaged
in commerce, we find also the highest type of civilization. Com-
merce between nations, as well as between people, breaks down na-
tional antipathies, removes local prejudices, and binds the whole
family of man by the strong ties of association, and of mutual and
dependent interests... How unlike war is its mission! The one
showers upon a people wealth and happiness; the other riots in
blood, misery and desolation!” (Prof G.A. Gaskell 1880)

How very pleased I am to call Ying Pu my friend, knowing
that her strand of pearls works to link the family of humankind,

Cynthia

Haost

weaving a wealth of happiness along the way.
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We greatly appreciate your support of community newspapers

RHESZHRNERERRIIEIRE!
2021 SE L IFFAFIFERBA

Kitty Jenny

llman, Stasko & Stru

L1

F N 2 {
1k, Wi
BIEXERID

a8
&=/)\iK

Ketty Lee g
#llzean’r$?§ﬂ? HFKMERSE Gingle Spa

R/
Wilerin Cheung
Otani Noodle

Susan Cheung

,._.Jsﬂlllmf%ﬂkaﬁlﬁl
BEE B RS2 5

HERMEARIKBEFRAP—8!

N ERE R E—

2020 F 2 AL 25,2021 &
FH R 1 — A T DR S 48 A
R R, HELRILER
N EE RN, REEHA
FRBCIEIAE N, BRE L
E%E, —REEEG AR E
LR AR B E R R
AR ZREE A&, BEETRR
HIRSERT R A, MERZEN
PE R & H AR E—EA,
B AR bR 22 1 Sk s A B
EREFE AR, SR
WEN—MENF LEE
LA TR, LR IGE T
NERAEFEANZE et —
AR, R 2B R EZ,
HATRE, N EF BRI R E 1Y

%‘k”zzﬁ'tﬁ”‘ Fa RSP YN HERIE R
REFE RS NOH AL o

FMH S R A
NPE RS, A R TR
TR NEI At & B2 2R
e VRAT IR A AR, — D URES R
B AR 2 22 R B O RO T2, 18
Ak BB RYIESK - MR H B AR AC Kitty
—HECEBHRTIER, e
T%#L%WF?/J\%E’J%‘I‘%‘, NEEM
e, [ AR R BN T

RE, T B A, T (s
%%fﬁﬁumw: RE, KHIHEHT

M AEAL T ASET 8BS TRkt A LT

Wik 2L THBAT
Bh—EREGH
A rwiEsii
TAREEF S S
TERBRBAKEEP
REHE ~ERBHETE
YA A2 M5 — T A8k E
thkFBREH AR LN
BAL LRBATE
HEBERART
R ST ES ¥
Wit WL 2B RHA
EX CESCNEY ]
BEELENKLERY
BEGR-RREAL
FELRA BAKRRE
AEIRBTTHAGE L
AREHRALHZARD IHEE
BN R RMRESL
w8t X
FEEEREHY
B REE

BARET TE. i B ARG M
@ﬂlﬁl/\é@éz AR TR ENEE, B2

BRI R EARN, RIS
E’J@Jﬁaﬁm{iﬁ;m, FI [ {13 A E R SE AR
H?

FIEEER 2019 EBENE B EE
WA R R E i B R AR
B ETAREH M A SRR
O RENRTHE RS AR 2 R
HIRTIE

2021 MG REERE GRS 1

AT, 18 RO EL s, (I 4RIE SR
u&;-\,buﬂﬁ”1f'ﬁ¥ﬁm¢ﬂﬁ;§:%¥ﬂﬂl R
FI =5 MR T W S T E B D RE
S BETHIA, L E NS RAR R S fEE
LR, F EMrE, A &P
B, FANERHE R — BT
AP ISR B HRE R A — FE s
NERENRMERPIE A0/ N,

RIETRERE, ESRAFIHFEE
R 18 A IR A — S & RIEE, R iR
FEERADHE, FFEER 18 TR
WA T ,2020 FFHEE K, BRLRRA
HIBER), FAP TS R A BRI A . HRIEERR

R T, 2EH —
BEFSF TN 1? =|=|J

NBLE#HE—HBE
(RERTIE SRS
PEECHTEE
5570, HE




