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PAPA member, I enjoy
bringing care and hap—
piness to the commu—

nity through programs
‘ like Food of Love.

Claire Meng

The Food of Love
event not only made
me realize how many
people need help in a
time like this, but
how simple it is to
give help. It was re—
ally inspiring to see
how a group of peo—
ple could gather to—
gether enough donations for over 600 boxes of
lunch so quickly. This event is the type of things
we need in a time of crisis, and I’m so glad T was a
part of it.
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; ’@ I thought the Food
~* of Love Day was a great

demonstration of what

it means to be Ameri—
can. It is only through
our efforts to help oth—
especially  during
this time of crisis, can

ers,

we Chinese Americans
change society
perceives us. Sunday was also the first time [ wore
a mask and breathing with it on was a new experi—
ence. My experience on Sunday made me even
more appreciative of our nurses and physicians
fighting on the frontlines because they must expe—
rience the same discomfort for multiple shifts.
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We love food. In this difficult time, we want
those who are in need to have enough food to help
them go through this unpresented challenging pe—
riod. Therefore, we donate to Food of Love pro—
gram, and hope they enjoy delicious Chinese food,
and feel will  get

supported. Together, we

throughthe pandemic!

Irene Zhang

During the "Food of
Love" event I drew those
little cards, I wish it
shows families that they
are not alone, and we can

get through the hard
times together. Hopefully
the cartoon character

brought back some fun
memory, I think it symbolized happiness, and I
hope what we (APAPA) are doing bring warmth
and hope to their family.
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- In this critical and un—
precedented time, we should be more united than
ever. We want everyone to feel that they are loved
and not alone. We are stronger when we’re to—

gether!

Julia Zhu

[ am an eighth—grader
at Mason Middle School.
I enjoyed the Food of
Love Day event, it was a
kind and helpful thing to
do for the underprivi—
leged  families  during
COVID—19. I liked how
doing one simple thing, such as giving out food to
families, could just put a smile on their faces.
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Katie Wang

May 10th is a sig—
nificant date in Chinese
history. It
marks the completion
151 years ago of the
| Transcontinental Rail—
road, which early Chi—
nese immigrants helped
construct. May is also designated as Asian Pacific
American Islander Heritage Month. With the
COVID—19 crisis creating so much food insecurity
for Americans of all ethnicities, it is a great time to
come together and share with our neighbors. U—
(UCA) has launched
Food of Love event nationwide, many Chinese
organizations in 50 states have joined the effort. I
feel so honored to be a part of it. Cincinnati APA—
PA Youth members started fundraising right away,
within 48 hours we raised almost $3000, and later
purchased 600 hot meals and delivered to homeless
shelters, underprivileged families,
homes. This is a great way to show the care and

Americans

nited Chinese Americans

and  senior
love from Asian Americans to our neighbors during
this pandemic. Even though I have been volun—
teering for years, this event inspired me the true
meaning of giving back to our society, and it made
me proud as a young Asian American. I have de—
termined to continue?volunteering, contributing to
society and making difference to the world.
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Kellan Ren
During these times of
crisis,  everyone — must

come together, and do
what they can to help
those in need. The month
of May is Asian Pacific
American Heritage
month, and APAPA and
Hua Xia Chinese School
saw this as an opportunity to give back tothose
who need support. During the Food of Love, we

collected around $3,000 in one week, which pro—
vided 600 boxes of lunch and 200 bags of school
supplies to families who need every extra bit of
support as they can get. Thanks to our volunteers,
we were able to distribute the goods to families all
around Cincinnati.

Kevin Ren

Although Covid—19 has
drastically changed our world
and environment that we
live in, it is great to see how
we help and impact society.
During the celebration of
Asian Pacific American Her—
itage in the month of May, it
is heart warming to see how involved the Asian
community is to help battle the coronavirus. To—
gether, during the Food of Love event, we col—
lected $3,000?in one week which allowed us to
donate 600 lunch boxes and 200 bags of school
supplies to families in need. Thank you for your
involvement!

Sophia Zou
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151 years ago on May 10, 1869, what would
later be a huge milestone in American history was
completed. The Transcontinental Railroad that
twenty—thousand Chinese workers helped build
was at last finished after six years of hard work.
This railroad had a huge impact on everyone that
was living in the West Coast during that time. It
not only made transportation significantly shorter,
but also contributed a large impact to America that
would still be felt to this day. In honor of the Chi—
nese workers’ hard work, the Asian Pacific Her—
itage Month was born. Every May, it has become a
tradition for people to gather to celebrate this mo—
mentous occasion. This year however, with the
extenuating circumstances of COVID—19, we de—
cided to do what we could to help out those who
may be struggling. Asian Pacific Islander American
Public Affairs (APAPA) Cincinnati teamed up with
other Chinese—American organizations within the
Greater Cincinnati area to organize the Food of
Love event to donate food and supplies to people
in need. In less than a week, we collected nearly
$3,000 from the generous support of our members.
‘With this contribution, we were able to meaning—
fully help out many people in the Cincinnati area.
Specifically, on May 10th, we headed to the Twin
Dragon Buftet in West Chester to pick up 300
meals, which was then transported by a few carfuls
of APAPA volunteers, which included an equal
mix of students and parents alike, to the New
Housing Ohioshelter. These meals would then be

widely distributed around Cincinnati to
those that need it most in this tough time.
In the midst of this crisis, we were able to
offer a bit of comfort for people all over
Cincinnati who needed our support the
most. Were all in this together!

Sarah, Amy and Ben Wang

Since the pandemic started, I am not able to
go back to school, not able to play with my friends,
but I have been enjoying delicious home made
meals my mom makes every day. But my heart is
heavy when I think about the families who can’t
afford hot meals on the daily basis. So when I heard
the food of love program, I signed up right away!
And my two sisters also jumped right in. I don’t
regret donating my hard earned $50 to APAPA to
organize hot meal lunch boxes delivery.?My sisters
don’t regret spending all Sunday night to prepare
gift bags full of school supplies to kids who might
need them. When we see the smiles of the families
who received the hot lunch boxes and the gift
bags, we feel so happy that we actually are able to
help people who are in need!
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Xin Wang

I had an amazing time
helping Food of Love to
pass out food as well as cel—
ebrating
American Heritage month.

Asian  Pacific
As an Asian American, it’s
so nice to know how our
community is working to—
gether to spread love during
this time. Food of Love really is a great program?
and I hope that we can continue to help people.
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| This past Saturday,
s 1| had the opportunity
. the

b
Herr Women s Foun—

to  visit Norma

dation in downtown
Cleveland and  help
distribute  food  to
women in need for
Chinese American

Food for Love Day. It
was an amazing experience in which I learned a lot
about the Norma Herr foundation and how they
help these women. My passion for helping these
women in need all started at the beginning of the
semester in my theology class. We were assigned
groups and topics for our major social justice pro—
ject. Our topic was violence against women, and
we did tons of in—depth research about the issue of
violence against women and how it affects the
community. At this point, I was hooked. We
studied the effects globally, nationally, and locally,
and we even conducted multiple interviews with
people that worked in the field. We eventually
ended up making a Google Site that serves as an
outlet for all our findings and serves as a platform to
raise awareness about violence against women. We
also made an Instagram account to engage the
community to learn about the problem of violence
against women. However, through this whole
process, I never got any physical experience, only
information through online research and email ex—
changes. Therefore, I jumped at the chance to ac—
tually go to a shelter and get some hands—on ex—
perience, and I am so grateful that I did. During
the trip, I was able to talk with many of the work—
ers about their situations and about the nature of
their work. I also got the opportunity to briefly
interact with many of the women in the shelter. It
truly a once in a lifetime experience that I will
never forget. It showed me how far a simple act of
kindness can go, and I would love to go volunteer
again anytime in the future.




