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For the first time since 1973, central Ohio
will not hold a Parade of Homes. The event’s or-
ganizer, the Building Industry Association of Cen-
tral Ohio, has canceled this year’s event, which
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was scheduled to be held at Beulah Park Living in
Grove City. The BIA said the Parade will return in
2021 after being reformatted.

For the first time in almost half a century,
central Ohio will go a year without a Parade of
Homes.

The event’s sponsor, the Building Industry
Association of Central Ohio, has canceled this
year’s Parade, which was scheduled to be held at
Beulah Park Living in Grove City.

In a news release, the organization said the
Parade will return in 2021 after being reformatted

“to meet the needs of both its members as well as
consumers. As central Ohio and the building in-
dustry evolve, so too will the Parade.”

BIA Executive Director Jon Melchi said the
organization does not have a specific new format
in mind, but will explore a variety of options.

We’ve got to work with all our builders and
partners on this to pin down exactly what it might
look like in the future,” Melchi said. “Right now, I
would be hesitant to say anything as far as location
and what the Parade might look like.”

This will be the fourth time since the Parade
was founded in 1952 that the event has been
skipped. The last time central Ohio missed a Pa-
rade was in 1973.

Pat Kelley, president of Beulah Park Living’s
developer, Falco, Smith & Kelley, said he is disap-
pointed not to host the Parade this year but added,
“We’re celebrating an entire community here, not
just a single event.”

In that spirit, the development plans to host
its own “celebration of homes” in the fall that will
showcase the apartments, patio homes and sin-
gle-family homes at Beulah Park.

Melchi and Kelley did not say how many
builders had committed to this year’s Parade, but
Kelley noted that some might have been nervous
about the Parade after struggling to sell homes
from last year’s event.

Three of the 14 homes from September’s Pa-
rade of Homes in Delaware County’s Evans Farm
have sold, and two of those were pre-sold.

“They had an overhang of very expensive
homes from last year’s Parade,” Kelley said.
“That caused a lot of builders to be reluctant to

commit this year.”

Listen to local news updates from the Colum-
bus Dispatch:

Homes in last year’s Parade ranged from
$725,000 to $1.3 million, illustrating how the Pa-
rade has grown far beyond the reach of most buy-
ers.

The Parade has, over the past two decades,
morphed into a showcase for elaborate custom
homes, better for window shoppers than for buy-
ers.

“This has been building over the last four or
five years,” said Jim Lipnos,
president of Homewood Corp.
and this year’s BIA president.

“Historically speaking, the
last Parade home doesn’t sell
for six or eight months. That’s a
detriment to our building part-
ners,” Lipnos said. “To put 14
$800,000 specs (homes without
buyers) on one street, there’s
just not a market for that. It’s
really tough to sell that, and re-
ally hard for builders who only
build 10 or 12 homes a year.”

§ For its first four decades, the Pa-
| rade showcased homes in new
but more modest neighborhoods
H such as Forest Park on the North

Side, Foxboro in Gahanna,
Brookside Colony in Worthington and Freedom
Colony in Westerville.

That changed in the last few decades, as Pa-
rade prices rose and its sites moved farther out.
The Parade has been held in either Delaware or U-
nion county for a decade. The last Franklin County
Parade was in 2010, when New Albany hosted the
event.

Melchi and Lipnos said the BIA will study
how other building associations host their home
tours. Melchi mentioned associations in Min-
neapolis and Raleigh, North Carolina, which hold
their tours in multiple locations, something the
central Ohio BIA hasn’t done in decades.

“Could it be that we have three or four differ-
ent sites with four or five builders each, in differ-
ent quadrants around central Ohio, offering more
price points so we’re not putting all these mil-
lion-dollar homes out there, which is a pipe dream
for most people?” Lipnos said.

“We’re one of the last cities still doing a sin-
gle-site Parade. Most have transitioned to scattered
sites or a regional Parade.”

Melchi said the BIA hasn’t settled on any
format yet and noted that the organization will
continue to showcase new homes through its two
annual Tour of Homes events, which feature mod-
el homes in new subdivisions.

“For nearly 70 years, the Parade of Homes
has been at the forefront of showcasing innovation
and the latest trends by the homebuilding commu-
nity of central Ohio,” he said. “As central Ohio
changes so do the needs of the residential con-
struction industry, and we have to be cognizant of

that.” BFFf —EBhiE
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