s IUFL74R, F& b STEM 2 /\fE4%, Learning Mandarin
Chinese and Chinese culture at the NIHF STEM Middle
School has been an amazing experience. During the past two
years, | have learned many, many things while taking Chinese and
I have pushed myself to do better and learn something new every
day. I have also learned Mandarin Chinese and Chinese culture in
many different ways. The two main
ways | learn Mandarin Chinese and
Chinese culture are through collab-
oration with other students and do-
ing projects.

First, collaboration with oth-
er students has been a major way |
learn Mandarin Chinese and Chi-
nese culture. Having conversations
in Chinese with my classmates has
helped my conversational skills im-
prove a drastic amount. Conversa-
tions with classmates also simulate
real-life situations where 1 would
have conversations in Chinese with
future business partners or just for
fun. Collaboration with classmates
also makes learning more interest-
ing and fun because it allows us to work together to solve prob-
lems and advance our knowledge in Chinese. When we are given
a problem or sentence in Chinese we need to solve, the class
works together to find the meaning or solution to the problem or
sentence. Finally, collaboration allows us to all learn at a constant
rate so every student understands the criteria taught and can the
best grades possible. That is why collaboration has been a major
way I learn Mandarin Chinese and Chinese culture.

Second, projects have also been a major way I learn Chinese.
For example, Writing a small story allowed me to put what [ have
learned language-wise into context and write a story. We did a
project where we had to cook food and bring it into class. This
project allowed me to find out Chinese meanings to certain foods
like noodles and dumplings. The biggest project which was also a
performance, the Chinese New Year
project, helped me learn the 12 zodiacs
and their meanings, and also many
things that mean good luck in China. It
also improved my knowledge of Man-
darin Chinese by knowing how to ask
Chinese New Year related questions
and how to respond to them. The per-
formances taught me the symbolic
meanings that some dances have to
Chinese culture. All of the things I
have learned based on what I did in
projects have drastically improved my
knowledge in Mandarin Chinese and
Chinese culture.
Collaboration with other students and
doing projects are the two main ways I
learn Mandarin Chinese and Chinese
culture. Collaboration with other students allows me to solve
problems quicker, have better conversation skills, and become
more fluent in Mandarin Chinese. Doing projects has improved
my knowledge of Mandarin Chinese and Chinese culture all
around and it especially helps me find out meanings and special
cultural aspects of China. Overall, Projects and collaboration have
been the two main and most efficient ways I learn Mandarin Chi-
nese and Chinese culture. L TR
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ﬁ””f%\"%\ , &I STEM 2% /\fEZ . For the past two
years, | have been learning Mandarin Chinese at the Na-
tional Inventors Hall of Fame STEM Middle School, and it has
been one of the best experiences I have had there. Every time
when I walk in that class, I challenge myself to walk out knowing
something new, whether that be how to write a new charter or a
new piece of information about the culture; as a result, I have ac-
quired an abundance of knowledge
about both the Chinese language, but
also the culture, regardless of that be
through the projects that I have done
or through what Liang laoshi teaches
me.

One of the ways I have learned
about the Chinese language and cul-
ture is through the large number of
projects we have done; for example,
when the class was on a unit about
food and drink, the project we had to
make some of the traditional Chinese
foods, such as rice, dumplings, egg
rolls, noodles, almond cookies, &,
and many more, ourselves. Personally,
this was one of my favorites because it
not only gave me the opportunity to cook these foods, but we also
learned what each of the different foods meanings; for example,
the noodles represent longevity, and the dumplings represent
wealth because they look like Ancient China’s currency. Another
one of the projects that I learned a lot from was the Chinese New
Year project. During that project, we learned about the traditional
dances that are performed, what is eaten during that time of the
year and why, what people do to prepare for the New Year, and
how people decorate for the New Year; after we learned all that,

ﬁﬂuﬂﬁfﬁ%,ﬁi%ij\,ﬁ—kﬁﬁ , 3% b STEM 4
FR BRE =D A RS ERn, FI%A il
ko A HEAEMRZ NI, P es e 2 TR, 1042
2503 pIAERE T E. FRERISIH S, ATRERE ST
EE. T

I have been learning Chinese for about
3years. | enjoy learning Chinese for a
multitude of reasons, the main reason is
because on my bucket list is to visit ev-
ery single country at least once, this
means learning some variation of com-
munication in each language. Learning
Chinese worked out very well because
China happened to be the first of the 195 §
countries that I am visiting. I was in
China for two-weeks. Of these W
two-weeks I spent five of the days in the
Chinese capital, Beijing, and the other
nine days were spent in Kunming-the -
city of flowers. [ was able to try the food
with a group of people who would soon become my friends, we
ate food like fish, duck, rice-lots of rice-, noodles, and what me
and the others called “fried air”, “fried air” is actually Chinese
fried dough or Youtiao, but we called it “fried air” because of its
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we got the opportunity to decorate our school from the knowledge
that we have; thus, this was a project that I learned a lot about the
culture from. Overall, I have gained an abundance of knowledge
about Chinese culture through the projects I have done.

The other way I have learned Chinese si from Liang laoshi.
She has helped me the most with the way that I learn Chinses be-
cause of the way she teaches is very efficient; When we are learn-
ing a new unit, she starts off with the unit by
giving us a few of our new words a day,
each with pinyin and gestures to help us re-
member the words. Eventually, we would
reach the point where we would have
learned all of the new words, and after that,
she would slowly strip away the pinyin and
start showing us characters only; at that
point, we would now know all of our new
words. Additionally, once the unit is over,
we are still constantly reviewing the words
every day. This method of teaching has
helped me tremendously because there
would never be a moment where we would
learn something and then move on to the
next topic without touching on what we
learned again. In conclusion, the way that
Liang laoshi teaches us is how I learn the Chinese language.

I have learned a great deal about the Chinese culture and
language while with Liang laoshi. Not only has Liang laoshi been
teaching me about eh culture just in class, but also out of class
with the projects that we do. If it was not for her and the opportu-
nities that she has given us both in and out of class, and without
her, I would not have the amazing experience I am having right
now. Overall, I have learned a lot about Chinese culture thanks to
everything that Liang laoshi has taught me. £Z#%

light airy look, chewy and crunchy texture, its light brown color,
its sweet taste, and because when a piece fell off the table it didn’
t instantly drop it floated down slowly, allowing me to catch it be-
fore it hit the ground. My favorite food, without a doubt was the
== “fried air” it was like chicken nuggets
without the chicken inside.

I have a great time when Chinese New
Year comes around. Chinese New Year
lasts for 15 days and is on a different day
every year; every year there is a different
one of the 12 zodiacs. The Chinese zodi-
ac derives from ancient china and it is
similar to the American horoscope, in
the sense that there are 12 months so 12
horoscopes there just so happens to be
12 years in the Chinese zodiac cycle.
The culture and experience during Chi-
neseNew Year is amazing, you eat spe-
cial food, you get to see your entire fam-
ily, and your parents give you (£ f1) red
envelopes that contain money, and the best part of the Chinese-
New Year is that you get to clean your house and decorate it with
beautiful paintings, hang lanterns, you yourself paint paintings,
set off fireworks, get loud and just have fun. FL#ASA
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M y name is Harvon, FRy S A NS, Tam a
ninth-grader at Stem High School. I am in my third year
learning Chinese. When I first began learning about the Chinese
culture and language I was nervous that it might be too hard.
However, it has become my fa-
vorite subject. I have become very
interested in not only learning
how to speak the language but
learning about the culture as a
whole. I was able to participate in
the Chinese New Year celebration
at our middle school and continue
to help our middle school teacher
with this year’s celebration. I also
go to the middle school to tutor
students who need extra help
learning Chinese.

While at the middle school
our teacher, Coach Liang gave us
many projects to help us explore
many aspects of the culture and the country. We had a group
project that we had to pick traditional Chinese dishes that we
then brought to class; this helped us learn the significance and
meaning behind each of the dishes we made. From her teaching
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,J\Leaming to speak Mandarin Chinese has been an amazing
experience, has shown me a new way to look at things around
the world, has taught me different holidays and the way people
look at things that are associated with that culture, all thanks to
Liang laoshi’s teaching. As a
student who has experienced
learning a foreign language pri-
or to coming to Stem, | was not
as nervous as I thought I would
be when I was introduced to
Mandarin Chinese in seventh
grade. However, I still expected
the challenge that would come
when learning a foreign lan-
guage. Yet, I was pleasantly
surprised how simple Mandarin
Chinese actually was compared
to the English language, how
easy it actually was with Liang laoshi teaching, and how fun it
was to learn and speak the language as the year progressed.

As seventh grade progressed to eighth grade, I can recog-
nize characters, translate Chinese characters to English, and
write characters as well. I practiced my Chinese through bell
work and Chinese games, and as the year continued, we learned
to write characters and were given many projects that chal-
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,J\As someone who merely speaks English and has an ex-
tremely limited experience with foreign language preceding my
time at STEM, I came to Liang laoshi’s Chinese class in sev-
enth grade panicked, unprepared, and petrified by the idea of
learning to speak a new lan-
guage, specifically one as com-
plex and intricate as Chinese,
whether it be simplified or tradi-
tional, Cantonese or Mandarin.

As we continued through
the year, we noticed how much
more we enjoyed learning in a
format that welcomed, accepted
and required failing; it soon be- &
came evident that the more Chi-
nese classes we had, the more we
all wanted to learn and make
Liang laoshi proud.

Now, I am able to talk about my favorite colors and
foods in 1 32 (Chinese), read posters in 1 [E A (Chinese)
restaurants, introduce myself, F¢[YZ% (my family), and F&Hy
¢ (my school) through characters, and have a formal discussion
about what I’ ve learned thus far through multiple types of writ-
ing and typing. T know that 231~ (dumpling), /%1~ (tangerines),
1 (fish), and 45 5: (spring rolls) are foods with great meaning
in (China), the tale of the &7 [ A # - (Chinese New

1/—:41‘?&%?56”%&@?%0 F_F STEM 24 /\5- 2, Learning
IJ\ about 132 and Culture has been such an alluring and a-
musing experience. Consequently, taking Chinese class at
STEM has been one of the best decisions I ever made.

Firstly, exploring Chinese cul-
ture has made me accepting and under-
standing other traditions. Growing up ]
in the West, many traditions we have 1,‘;{"
are very different from the East side of
the world. Simple things such as daily . ;
routines and general lifestyle were
taught to me and made me think about
my own lifestyle differently. Learning
about other cultures has made me think
‘How could I do this differently’. Al-
so, by learning Chinese culture I have
differentiated my opinions. Instead of
thinking about something from a west-
ern point of view, I think about it from both the west and east
side of view.

Secondly, learning 972, it has made me more intelligent
and astute. I now have the ability to speak T2 after almost one
year of learning, broadening my intelligence. I now may have a
basic conversation with one billion more people, mandarin

in class and the many projects we did, my Chinese has gotten a
lot better. Not only did I have a great teacher who helped push
me to do my best and taught me as much as she could, but she
also provided many great learning opportunities and experi-
ences. | was able to participate
in many performances that not
only helped me showcase my
Chinese capabilities, but also al-
lowed me to learn new things
like dances and songs in tradi-
tional and modern Chinese cul-
ture. I participated in perfor-
mances like the Chinese New
Year; as aforementioned, but al-
so in a University of Akron per-
formance and many more. A-
long with performances 1 was
also able to participate in activi-
ties like the HSK 1 test. I not
only got a perfect score, but I al-
so got a full scholarship for a summer trip to China. Not only
have 1 had wonderful in-class learning, but also many great
hands-on experiences that have helped further my knowledge of
the Chinese language and culture. #/N3Z

lenged what we learned.

The groups I was in for the Chinese New Year perfor-
mance, which includes Taiji, Double Fan, Fashion Show, and
Public Square Dance, practiced the new dances from September
to January during our recess period to prepare for the Chinese

: New Year performance and
practiced our older dances
, from the previous year in

all students in eighth grade
" had to cook Chinese food in-
cluding % #f 1  (sweet and
sour chicken), & T

~ " (dumplings), & % (spring
i rolls), and more, this gave us a
real-life experience of Chinese
culture other than Chinese

New Year.

I can proudly talk about my Chinese experience with
others, I can proudly speak the language, and I can proudly
write the language, all thanks to Liang laoshi’s teaching. I am
happy that I have Liang laoshi as my teacher for Mandarin Chi
nese and [ am excited to continue learning Chinese every day.
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Year) 4 ¥ (zodiacs) and the number U (4) and the color [%,
(white) are extremely unlucky due to their connection to death.

Further into this year, I participated in working on a pro-
ject in which my class made traditional Chinese meals and
shared them with our fellow students in which we cooked 7% -
i) (orange chicken) and DR (fried
rice), and even got to try my class-
mates foods, which consisted of [
L EH (sweet and sour chicken), 1% T
(dumplings), %% (spring rolls) and
more! Later on, we performed for a
second year at our Chinese New
| Year celebration, learning to do a
Taiji dance, umbrella dance, fashion
show, and square dance, along with
singing songs such as “X AN (I’'m
Sorry),” and “#7 - I (Happy New
Year).”

Having to participate in a foreign
language class always seemed like a terrifying idea to me before
I began attending middle school; however, instead of failing, I
was given a wonderful chance to learn and grow in ways I never
could have known before. Learning to speak Chinese has en-
riched me as a human being, taught me new ways to learn, and
educated me about worldly culture and life in ways I never
would have had if I had not been a part of this astounding class.
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speakers. By having the ability to speak the most spoken lan-
guage, I can explore more thoughts, ideologies, traditions, and
practices. On a scientific level, memorization of a new language
helps me boots brain power- making my memory sharper every-
single- day.

Lastly, by learning ™ 2 and
culture I now have the opportu-
nity to explore China. By con-
tinuing my exploration of the 1
< and Culture, I now have the
ability to move to China for
more career and leisure opportu-
% nities. By knowing Mandarin
and the Chinese Culture, going
to ‘City that Never Sleeps’
(Shanghai) would be a smooth
and mind-expanding tradition.
Nevertheless, China would lead
me to many different opportunities.

Learning the Chinese culture and language has expanded
almost everything in my life: opportunities, career options, and
exploration are just some to name a few. Coming from a student
who has been learning "1 X from the past year, learning H 32
and Culture will boaster and broader your whole life! RE%




