Dear Readers,

If you or someone you know is having a
difficult time deciding on a college major due to a
diverse range of interests, Anneliese Meck, a stu-
dent at Kent State University has a secret to share
with you: you can design your own unique pro-
gram through a Bachelor of Integrative Studies
(BIS) to create the career of your dreams. To say
that Anneliese has a diverse range of interests is
an understatement. From reproducing historic
costume, presenting educational programs and
conducting tours, to writing scholarly articles,
Anneliese has leveraged a passion developed in
childhood into a full-fledged field of study and
career.

By combining elements from the School of
Theatre focusing on costume design and con-
struction with a minor in textiles through the
School of Art, Anneliese is further refining her
skills which she has already put to great use at the
Genesee Country Village & Museum, a living
history museum, in upstate New York.

It is interesting to note that the English
word “muse um” is derived from two Greek
words, translating literally as “a shrine of the
Muses,” Muses being mythological figures who
preside over the arts and sciences. While we often
think of museums as places where we
can look but not touch, this is where a
living history museum makes a point
of departure, for exquisitely crafted re-
productions of historic objects provide
an extra dimension for learning
through the sense of touch. An object
may be heavier or lighter than is ap-
parent from its size or perhaps surpris-
ingly soft, which may not be discerned
from a picture, and Anneliese observes
that adults are just as eager as children
to have the opportunity to learn
through the sense of touch.

It is this difference in philoso-
phy which sparks Anneliese’s enthusi-
asm. Understandably, ancient, rare
and fragile objects must be protected
from damage, thus the staff of living
history museums have devised an ad-
ditional way for the public to learn:
through painstaking research, historic
objects and costume are reproduced FHE
using, to the greatest extent possible,
the same or similar materials along
with exacting historic techniques of g8
construction. Thus, there are opportu- |
nities for visitors to the living history
museum to try on reproduction gar-

ments, as was the case when Anneliese taught a

“Fashion Fun” program for summer camp stu-
dents. By actually wearing the accurately repro-
duced clothing as opposed to merely observing
it, students could feel the texture of the fabric as
well as what it is like to move in historic gar-
ments, which might not be as difficult as
you think. As living historians engage in
the activities of yesteryear, Anneliese
noted that she has chopped wood wear-
ing the long day dresses which you see
accompanying this article!
Moreover, all the costumes in the im-
ages you see accompanying this article
were created by Anneliese through a
combination of machine work and
exceptional handwork. It is of-
ten thought that machines are
always faster and more efficient,
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but there are certain techniques
which Anneliese points out cannot
be performed by a machine and re-
quire the finesse of the human
hand.

The historic costume which
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cal interpreters do more than tell
the story of a particular time pe-
riod, they dress in the garb of
that time period and may take on
the persona of a well known his-
torical figure in order to recreate
the sense of living in that era for
their audience.

In addition to her current
work, Anneliese’s career goals in-
clude consulting for living history

museums, theatre and film. It is inspiring to
know that she traces the origins of her passion to
abox of “dress up” clothing her grand-
mother let her play with as a child and
has transformed this early introduction to
history into a career through which she
can enrich the lives of others.

Anneliese is quick to point out that it is
not only those with an interest in the arts
who may benefit from a Bachelor of In-
tegrative Studies. She mentions that her
cousin has melded an interest in statistics
with the medical field to create a specific
niche career interpreting research stud-
ies.

Let us wish the best of luck to An-
neliese Meck in her future endeavors and
hope that her story may inspire others to

design their dreams.
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For more information on the Bachelor of
Integrative Studies at Kent State Univer-
= sity, visit https://www kent.edu/cas/bis
For more information on Anneliese
Meck’s current work, visit https:
/lyoungsewphisticate.blogspot.com/ and
https://www.facebook.com/youngsew-
phisticate/

For more information on the Genesee
Country Village and Museum, visit
https://www.gcv.org/

I .t




