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I feel fortunate to have had the opportunity
to know and learn from Wah-Chiu Lai over the
years, since his time as co-director of the Kent
State University Chinese Ensemble beginning in
1999. 1t is wonderful to have such an excellent
senior performer, knowledgeable in the fields of
Chinese music, history, and culture, living right
here in Kent, Ohio. He is a thoughtful and gener-
ous man, always willing to share his knowledge
and life experience with others, and the curator
of a formidable home library, which is filled with
hundreds of rare and precious volumes about
Chinese music and culture. Mr. Lai has a broad
mind and numerous interests (which include gar-
dening and qigong), but above all he is driven by
a lifelong passion to research and properly docu-
ment China's rich musical heritage, including tra-

ditions that have nearly been lost or forgotten.
May Lai laoshi have many fruitful years ahead!
——David Badagnani, November 29, 2017

Born in Heshan, Guangdong province, south-
ern China, and raised in Hong Kong, Wah-Chiu
Lai was from 1977 to 1979 a member of the
Broadcasting Corporation of China Chinese Clas-
sical Music Orchestra in Taipei, Taiwan, playing
erhu, gaohu, and sanxian. From 1979 through
1987 he played erhu, ruan, and sanxian in the
Taipei Municipal Chinese Orchestra, where he
was the leader of the plucked instruments section,
also working for the orchestra's Research and Pro-
motion Section. From 1988 through 1990 he
worked as a broadcaster and reporter in the news
department of Sino Radio of North America in
New York. Since 1992, Mr. Lai has been re-
searching the music of the Chaozhou ethnic group
of southern China, investigating Chaozhou com-
munities throughout North America and Southeast
Asia. Mr. Lai holds a master's degree in history
from Taipei National Normal University and is

| currently completing his Ph.D. in ethnomusicolo-

gy at Kent State University, where he also served
as the co-director of the Kent State Universi ty
Chinese Ensemble from 1999 to 2005.




