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David Daway Tang was born
to a very poor family in Hong
Kong, as an only son after 3
girls had already preceded
him. The whole family was
female, mother, grandmother, 3

sisters and one maid. Born on
Christmas day in 1947, he was in-
deed a present from the good Lord.
As his eldest sister who is six

year his senior, I had
ample opportunity to
observe and impact
his growing up. He
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Eventually David married--after being
constantly prodded by mother--left to his
own devices, he would rather stay single to
give her a good life and undivided atten-
tion.

David was the first in our family to mar-
ry a Caucasian. They had a girl and a boy.
Mother lived with them most of the time
during their marriage. There was friction
between mother-in-law and  daugh-
ter-in-law considering the differences in
custom and upbringing. So to make life a
little easier for David, part of the year when
Chicago was too bitterly cold, David would
bring mother to me in North Carolina
where the winter was milder. He would
come to fetch her around Easter. This went
on for a number of years. Mother helped
brought up David's two children to some
extent. Eventually mother decided to live
alone in an apartment not too far from the 3 children who lived
in the Chicago area. I was the only one far away in North Car-
olina. There were few sons as tender and solicitous towards
mother as David! Our mother died in 1994 and now they are re-
united in Heaven. I cannot imagine the joy there. Our sister
Lucy also went to heaven 5 years ago. David and Lucy both had
beautiful voices. They used to sing duets together and David

sang in Lucy's choir for decades! David also sang in his church
choirs for many, many years. [
His was a beautiful baritone,

was always a good

boy, with just a little bit of
mischief in him. He loved
our Mom in a special way
and he had a strong sense
of responsibility as the only
"man" in the family. When
Mom was sad because she
did not have enough mon-
ey to buy nutritious food
for her 4 children, David
wwould comfort her by
holding her hand as a child
of no more than 6 or 7,
saying, "Mom, don't cry!
When I grow up, you will
have everything!" And he
made good his promise!
| David loved to sit at my
. feet and let me impart
; knowledge to him! He
® would learn what is the
longest river in the world,
the highest mountain, etc.
from me. We called these
session "talking knowl-
edge." He also learned
how to play badminton
from me, eventually win-

- i : > / ning a badminton scholar-

ship to UCLA in Los Ange-
les. While we two elder girls
went to British high schools,
David and Sister 3 went to

Chinese schools. David went
to a Mandarin speaking high
school which emphasized re-
ligious education, called
"Bethel" on the Kowloon
(Peninsula side of Hong
Kong). So he mastered
Shanghainese (spoken with
mom and grandma), Can-
tonese, the di alect used in
Hong Kong, and Mandarin,
the dialect used in his school | www.ourjiangsu.com
and also in a number of
churches.

Christian so all of us children

Cyrus Tang donated 770 million yuan
Mother was a strong | tg gupport China's education_ ...
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year or two at Baptist Col-
lege in Hong Kong and
then he went to the US and
d studied at UCLA. But col-
lege was not his thing. Al-
though I was newly married
and my husband and I put
him through two years or
so at UCLA, he eventually
decided to quit and to make
money instead. A wise de-
cision on his part! Mother
by then had come to the US
also, since her entire brood
. of 4 are now all abroad.
. Mother lived with David
for many years. David took
such good care of her.
Wherever he lived, there
lived mother! He kept his

grew up as Christians. Wew knew what it meant to live by faith, to
depend on God for our very sustenance. We never had to go with-
out food but for months we had chicken dumpling --without the
chicken! After David graduated from High School, he studied a

word to take care of her, relieving us sisters to other pursuits in life.
For example, my husband and I were able to go as missionaries to
the Philippines and Taiwan for about 10 years. Without David car-
ing for mother, we could not have gone.

Lucy was a mezzo soprano. I &
know in heaven they are singing
duets right now!

David worked his entire life
for our half brother, Cyrus who is
in the steel business (Tang Indus-
tries). David started from scratch
and worked his way up. Before
his death, he was in charge of one
of the companies and especially
in the area of sales in which he
excelled. Customers loved him
and trusted him. They enjoyed
doing business with him because
he was a man of his word. His
assistants who worked with him
loved him--one said, more than
his parents! David had the gift
of inspiring love because he was
so loving and so giving. I have
never met another person as gen-
erous and gentle as David. He
had a wonderful sense of humor.
When he entered a room, it
would be immediately filled with
laughter and jokes. He had a
great wit and could make jokes
and puns in English and Chi-
nese--several dialects in the lat-
ter. David made people happy!

When he was in the room, it just lit up; when
he left, it was as if the light bulb went out. My
late husband and I had lived in many coun-
tries. As long as it was in the US, David
would come without fail to visit us, whether in
California, North Carolina, Sedona, Az. and
most lately in Ohio. After my husband passed
away exactly 2 years ago, | decided to move
from Se dona to Columbus to be near my
youngest son. When I first came, David was
in a horrendous car accident. As soon as he
was well enough to drive again, he came to
visit me in Columbus. Last year, he came at
least 3 times if not 4, and this year, he has
come twice. I tried to reciprocate his visits but
not quite as often as he to me. [ was so grateful
to God that after he was released from the hos-
pital this last time in late Sept., he sent for me
to Indiana where I spent a wonderful week
with him, supposedly taking care of him. I
had no premonition whatsoever that I would not see him again, that
he would be called up to join the saints in heaven just a month lat-
er. David has had a bad heart since he was in his 40's with many a
stents put in even then. It was a miracle that his heart lasted anoth-
er 20+ years. His was a great heart. One which can hold the joys
and woes of many people. He was unfailingly kind and courteous
to all people, whether it was the CEO of the company or the jani-
tor. He had good sense in so many areas and often dispensed ex-
= o DAY E— Y cellent advice to me. There are

so many of us who cannot
count the number of times he
| has ftreated us to repasts!
Il Where David was, there was al-
ways good food and happy
laughter! Now a light has gone
out. He will not soon be forgot-
ten by many. He has touched
so many lives with his goodness
and grace. I would not be-
grudge him perfect happiness in
God's presence, reunited with
father, mother and sister....
Great man casts long shadows
in whose shade we ordinary
mortals can rest our souls a
while. He is gone, but we are
still sitting in his shade. He has
set a high standard for us to live
up to. He did not preach with
words, he preached with his
life. David, we will miss you as
long as we have breath! Wait
for us in Heaven! A true gen-
tleman, a gracious soul, a won-
derful father, son, husband,
brother and friend has left us
holding his mantel. How can
we emulate you? But you will
want us to try! Until we see
you again in Heaven, sing...sing
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