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A group of dynamic Asian

community leaders envisions
a physical space that will serve
everyone in the neighborhood and
honors and respects the diverse as-
sets of AsiaTown.

Our hopes and desires
include a space for community
gatherings and for healthy activi-
ties, opportunities for community
groups to have offices, meetings
and events, and the ability to bring
important and helpful resources

ICHC

and services under one one roof.

We also see this time of transformation that will bring
new energy, optimism, and reinforce the strong identity of Asi-
aTown and its many incredible people. It will be something
that everyone will be proud to be part of.

Michael Byun,
Asian Serves In Action Chief Executive Officer

want to see AsiaTown

grow, economically,
culturally and diversified,
AsiaTown is vibrate, and by
brining business, culture, art,
and people into this
community, it will help grow
to become a safe
neighborhood, to grow along
like other neighborhoods
while retaining it’s
uniqueness.
Only those with passion for

this neighborhood can bring changes, and we need passionate
people to work together for the common goal than to try to
capitalize its opportunity.

Johnny Wu

Co-Founder Cleveland Asian Festival

Secretary, St. Clair Superior Development Corp

Vision for AsiaTown

Wayne A. Wong
Cleveland Asian Festival, Executive Committee

O CA Asian Pacific American

Advocates Cleveland Chapter,
V.P. Administration

The economic development,
growing popularity, and expansion
of AsiaTown over the years has
been gratifying to see. My Grandfa-

ther started one of the earliest
Chinese Restaurants in the
area  in the
194
0s.
I
ar
gl ew up in what is now called
AsiaTown so I have pretty
deep roots in the neighbor-
hood. I have many family
and friends who live in,
work in, or have businesses
in the community. Because
of this background and desire
to share our culture, I (along
with my wife Lisa) spend
time and energy to promote
AsiaTown through our vol-
unteer work for organizations like the Cleveland Asian Festival
and OCA Asian Pacific American Advocates, Cleveland Chap-
ter.

in

Looking ahead, with Asians being the fastest growing mi-
nority group in the US, it is important for community organiza-
tions, businesses, political leaders, and community advocates to
work together to address the many opportunities and many
challenges of the growing Asian population. Unlike some oth-
er cities that have a centralized "Chinatown," Cleveland's Asia-
Town is unique as it is geographically more widely distributed
and is home to a nice variety of Asian businesses mixed with
non-Asian businesses and residential neighborhoods.

While the growth has happened organically, in the last 5-6
years, community leaders have been planning strategically
about the growth of the neighborhood. While the wonderful
expanding Asian cuisine options and diverse Asian markets will
always draw many non-resident visitors, in the years and
decades to come, I would like to see AsiaTown also attract
more residents so that it can thrive as a neighborhood. Signifi-
cant challenges that need to be addressed include increasing
modern comfortable housing, more community outlets, in-
creased safety, and better youth education. Successes like the
Cleveland Asian Festival has attracted over 45,000 people to
AsiaTown in a weekend and has served as an economic cata-
lyst for the neighborhood. I'd like for that same energy, diver-
sity of people, and enthusiasm for Asian culture to exist year
round in AsiaTown.

A s president of the OCA Greater
Cleveland chapter and co-founder
of the Cleveland Asian Festival, my vi-
sion for the future is to see Cleveland's
Chinese and Asiatown community grow
in Northeast Ohio. As an American of
Chinese descent, I want to utilize my du-
al culture to help foster a better under-
standing between the two and help make
a difference. By highlighting Asian cul-
ture and diversity, we can educate and
promote appreciation of the different cultures which in turn
promotes better acceptance. As a welcoming city, Cleveland
has a lot to offer with it's strong connection with the immigrant
and ethnic communities.

Lisa Wong

President of the OCA Greater
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Cleveland Is Great City

leveland . Many mid-sized, Midwest cities have long gam-

bled on professional sports to revitalize their historic cores
and reinvigorate local pride. If you just also happen to be lucky
enough to land a superstar like LeBron James and become a title
contender, the logic goes, the downtown crowds and dollars will
inevitably follow. This was precisely the bet that Quicken Loans
founder Dan Gilbert made on Cleveland and LeBron James over
a decade ago.

Cleveland is Notwithstanding the possibility of the second
largest city in Ohio winning two of America’s four major profes-
sional sports titles in less than five months, Cleveland’s recent
rebirth is far less linear and simplistic than the
sports-only logic would suggest. It’s the result
of years of forward-thinking investments in com-
munity revitalization, tourism infrastructure, and
creating an identity that’s distinctly “Cleve-
land,” explains David Gilbert, Director of Desti-
nation Cleveland and the Greater Cleveland
Sports Commission.

“2016 has been a fairy dust year for Cleve-
land,” says Gilbert. “The trifecta between win-
ning the NBA Championship this spring, hosting
the Republican National Convention in July, and
having the World Series in town now has put the
national spotlight on us all year long. But we
were ready. The timing wouldn’t have been
right five years ago. When the microscope came
on (this year) Cleveland was ready for prime
time.”

Presciently what Gilbert and many of
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Cleveland’s business and political leaders realized on the run up
to 2016 was that Cleveland didn’t have a product problem. It
had a perception problem.

This hasn’t always been the case. John D. Rockefeller
founded Standard Oil in Cleveland in 1870 (he’s buried at Lake
View Cemetery in Cleveland Heights not far from former U.S.

President James Garfield), cementing the
city’s early reputation as an American in- 'ﬁ TIJ
[ ]

dustrial powerhouse. By the early-mid
20th century, automotive and other heavy
manufacturing industries made Cleveland
America’s fifth largest and one of its
wealthiest cities.




