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I think the Chinese New Year celebration at our

school was a fun and exciting learning experience
for all of STEM's learners, and for the parents
who came to view the performances. I performed
a modern dance, one of many of the well-re—
hearsed dances executed last Friday. If I could do
it all again, the decorating, the dancing, wearing
fancy Chinese clothes, and just simply enjoying
Chinese culture at school with all my friends, I
would, without any second thoughts. This year's
Chinese New Year celebration is something I will
never forget.

——Angelo Smith SE/NENEHFE
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My name is Helen Trujillo. T have attended

" STEM middle school for four years now. I have

watched two performances during 5th and 6th
grade. I hosted two and performed in two for 7th
and 8th grade. I really love Chinese New Year
because once you start practicing and getting your

§ part correct you can’t wait until the day comes.

When you perform it’s a rush of adrenaline and
fear. Chinese New Year is special to me because it
is something I practiced for and I want my per—
formance to look amazing so I can inspire the
younger grades to try and be outgoing. The cul—
ture behind Chinese New Year is amazing like
the story about Nian and how he terrorized peo—
ple, but they found his fear was the color red and
loud sounds. The food also has a significant
meaning to it which makes our American New
Year sound really boring. The decoration make it
all come together. At school we had to decorate
the whole school and it was so much fun. The
entire place was filled with red and yellow, Chi—
nese knots, lanterns, fish, xinnianhao signs. Every
year at STEM watching and participating in Chi—
nese New Year was a moment of joy for me. |
loved doing it and I would do it again.

—— Helen Truijillo &€\ EHKFE




