How Mr. Trump can have even more
Success than Winning the U.S. Presidency

A Personal Perspective
—Cynthia Marek Lundeen

H aving secured the
Republican  Presi-
dential nomination over a
vast field of experienced
politicians and vanquish-
ing Hillary Clinton, a for-
mer Secretary of State, U.
S. Senator and First Lady
in the general election,
how could Mr. Trump
possibly have more suc-
cess than this? Soon he
will be considered the
most powerful person on
the planet (if he isn’t
already). While
the election is often compared to a horse race, it is in
fact much different as the goal of a horse race is to
win, whereas the goal of an election is not only to

win, but to unite the country and govern in the best in-
President-elect Trump will be

terest of all the people.
orders of magnitude more successful if he can expeditious-
ly heal the divide in the U.S.; as President Abraham Lincoln
famously mused “Do I not destroy my enemies when [
make them my friends?” For ultimate success, to heal the
divide and unite the country, President-elect Trump must
now work to demonstrate to his opponents that his
policies will benefit all Americans.

Before the election, many pundits wondered
what we would talk about afterwards, but as there
now seems to be no paucity of topics, this arti-
cle will focus on severalinsights which I have
gained from listening to both Secret Trump
Supporters and Vocal Trump Supporters. In
the event you haven’t heard of Secret Trump
Supporters, it is a term given to people who
are reticent to voice their support for Mr.
Trump based on concerns of being ridiculed or
labeled such things as racist. Interestingly, as
voting results now show, many of those who
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voted for Barack Obama subsequently voted for Donald Trump.
Knowing that Barack Obama, of both African and American de-
scent, also has the Arabic middle name of Hussein, it is clear at
the very least that those who voted for both President Obama and
President-elect Trump cannot be considered racists.

From listening to Trump supporters, it is clear that they under-
stand nuance, and that it has been many of the politicians who
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seek to create simplistic narratives, such as referring to many of
Trump supporters as not being college educated. While listening
to one Secret Trump Supporter, a gentleman who has been run-
ning his own business in the same location for nearly forty years,
he happened to mention that he both dropped out of high school
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Cleveland Heights, Ohio who had met personally with
Trump, offered his own insight stating that in his estima-
tion, Mr. Trump’s motives for running for president
were the most pure. This might seem to be a
supreme irony, as Mr. Trump built his brand on
his larger than life persona, yet Pastor Scott
stated that he saw in Mr. Trump a person who
did not need to leave of comforts of his ex-
traordinary life and was doing so only out of | -~
sincere concern for the people of the U.S. &
While it is clear that in this election season- '
polls did not tell the whole story, it may not be '
the fault of “numbers” per se, but rather in part
that germane questions were left unasked.
Success is now surely a two-way street and the
electorate does not wish to see more gridlock in
Washington. While it may not be possible to turn every op-
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ponent into a friend, President-elect Trump’s greatest success
will be in unifying the nation, creating a feedback loop of suc-
cess.

and has dyslexia. Successfully running a small business for near-
ly forty years is a stunning accomplishment in and of itself, but
adding the factors of having dropped out of high school
and suffering from dyslexia makes it all the more re-
markable. [ wondered whether some polls might clas-
sify him as a businessman whereas others might mere-
ly try to characterize him as a high school drop out
supporting Trump. This businessman’s location also
adds to the story, as it is in the well known liberal
city of Cleveland Heights, itself located in the
mostly Democrat county of Cuyahoga. Not a party
line voter, this businessman recounted the struggles
his business has faced in the recent years and the fact
that he would only speak to me on the condition of
anonymity.

While surely journalists have always cited
anonymous sources, if this happens too fre-
quently, the public might wonder whether
the stories are true or taken out of con-
text. This in part may account for the
reason that the Trump vote had been
under reported. I began to wonder
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how many journalists refrained from
reporting due to anonymity requests
and how many perhaps did not ac-
tively listen to Trump supporters and
their many, genuine and reasonable
concerns.

For example, a job to support themselves and their families is a
reasonable concern, and many Trump supporters are well aware
that jobs have been sent overseas, not only due to lower wages, but
also the fact that the U.S. tax code specifically benefits companies
which send jobs and hold funds overseas. Listening to these Trump

As a side note, I can’t help but mention that at a Trump/Pence
rally in Cleveland, music included not only modern selections
but the glorious aria Nessun Dorma from the Puccini opera Tu-
randot. This can be interpreted in a vari-
ety of ways, such as reaching out to
many levels of society, or indicating
that his much maligned supporters also
enjoy classic opera, or perhaps it was
Mr. Trump’s realization that in taking
on such a momentous responsibility, he
expects that in his administration, None
shall sleep.

ZAEWMES AR B T =AW, #F
A E L e IR . L B4
BB IHE T AAL, R ARA s
ENER E/}’U%ii?%‘ibjﬁﬂlﬁﬂ ;
A —BE A kLR K o 1 BE ST 7
%H,na 1FEAF 8 HAEAE 10 (A

FHE B ERE, FEHR
LR S S R A AR s vt 3R LA
Cynthia 75 A ) | RS i AT,
ﬁiﬁﬂ’%?ﬁﬁi%f RANEAEIESESE i i

supporters, [ heard people who are not jealous of the success of oth-
ers, but believe that those choosing to live more simple lives should
not be crushed under foot by the more ambitious, and that Mr.
Trump seemed unique in understanding this.

A more Vocal Trump Supporter, Pastor Darrell Scott, also of

(RN E = 2R TN
ﬁé%%ﬂﬁmﬁﬁlﬁéﬁmﬁ&
RS R A=
\%m%a,@ﬁ%ﬁﬂmﬁm%fﬂ,
RS AP el 8 B A 22 SR

Giacomo Puccini

L "X N

e e HER VAN SV | S P e s
i 45 B AR BRSO, AP B ik 1, e 2e Bl

B 240 1%, A EavEA—rm ARE HE
ARG e A MO B R B — I Lotk B
B AR TS A FIREE A, B IR A

TJH%H?EF‘]\%ﬁé:%ﬁﬁf@ﬂ)\ﬂlo ILIRTEE
A

P R BEARS )RS 5 ) B SE B P v (K2 [
B EFORAHAR N, IR BN IR EER
Bl R AEEH

1E ,u\,uﬁﬁkﬁﬁzﬁ;, CARFEHRIFE SRR AL

HHEE 2 A RALGE 2T B O AIBED, G
BRI A A A LA E R T DU — 1>

RAREHER IS A BBAE, ﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁ#ﬁ@sz

BT 2016 FFRRFGHIAR H BB R 04 p0 s
LSRR R — B R B EE B 1 H E’],ﬁl]

[FAE A EA—EbL T

FEBIBEZIWNATIT 70 5500 AL Ao HHH

r

B, S RBE,

B — T, MR R BB, BB O, R R PO R T
B A A BRI, (ER M I RS pehide 3 5 S B SR AL 2 1R
Ry BB TR BB B sz Pk
O, D8, S, A, i, 7
PR
(B2 48 A Z 1%K9]

BN AR GBI B B R
TERERINAE  BIRR RS AL
F NIy, 3 2 EIBS IR T S w2 e & 58—
B, R(Z i E B TR AR RS PR S
RIEEREE ., BRI RE T+

R, —Em NEES s, B A AR

EZNARER UGB Al RS ]
e I R A — B S A E— ik, —

{E 5 H 40 {(ZH9E N, 70 5%, FE0%,70
T ) A T R R AR S, IR B I 25 TN
BEPGE R 70 pRinfalE Ei s Rk B
T B A T BB 4R L 2 60 pRIBIK
TEMPER A=, AR T A B 2 Bl
NGRS A BN BDAE i 2 B R BB VR, ift
RERBEHDREEE,
ERENERABIFA T, R EEE
e, — M EHER R =
IR, ansa LRSI DL sk
NEEERWTT, Bk AR
I,E)ﬂu%“%/\ﬁﬁ AR
El HﬁﬂT,é%%KE%!]\%HHR,E
E‘E%Ugﬁ, NS RFE AN B AL

e AT H AR

KRl AT T 8 I
1Bl
=R

Matthew Zone, Councilman of Cleveland’s Ward 15
Carries on the Zone Family Legacy
At Home, into the USA and Around the World

F rom reinvigorating his ward’s main
thoroughfare, Detroit Avenue, into the
award winning Gordon Square Arts Distric-
tand contributing to Cleveland becoming the
“America’s Hottest City” (Forbes Magazine
October 27, 2016),Councilman Zone’s focus
is rebuilding Cleveland into a world-class
cultural destination city.

His public service accomplishments at home now demand of
him to accept the 2017 Presidency of The National League of
Cities, and he has just returned from Shanghai China where he was
honored as the Keynote Speaker of the China Society of Adminis-
trative Reform Forum on “Urban Governance in the Context of
New Trends of Urbanization: Challenges and Responses.”

Within 60 days after Michael J. and Mary Zone were married
in September of 1944, Michael enlisted in the U.S. Army and left to
serve his country overseas in World War II. Captured by the Nazi’
s during the Battle of the Bulge, he was sent to Bad Orb, one of
Germany’s worst POW camps. Despite the sub-freezing tempera-
tures, famine and brutalizing conditions, Michael man-
aged to stay alive until the POW’s were liberated six
months later. His future son-in-law, Former Ohio Lt.
Governor Lee Fisher, has written that Michael, who
kept a revealing diary of his ordeal, was able to survive |
when younger, stronger men did not, because “He
could see beyond the barbed wire and the cruelty of
the guards and could see something that
kept him alive. He could see his own fu-
ture.”

Michael and Mary Zone 1944
“He could see beyond the barbed
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He could see his own future.”

Michael J. and Mary Zone’s fu-
ture after World War II included the
blessing of nine children, raised in the '}
Detroit Shoreway neighborhood on

his seat representing Ward 15, which includes the De-
troit-Shoreway neighborhood where he and generations of
his family grew up and served their belovedcommunity for
over 55 years.

During September 2016, Councilman Matt Zone trav-
eled to Shanghai upon the invitation of the China Society
of Administrative Reform to be a keynote speaker at their ;
forum on “Urban Governance in the Context of New 5
Trends of Urbanization: Challenges and Responses.”
Councilman Zone gave a presentation on the topic of “Joint
Economic Development Agreements” which permit a re-

Cleveland’s west side where they grew up. They established a
neighborhood grocery store, a community newspaper, and travel a-
gency and, in 1960, Michael J. Zone was elected to Cleveland City
Council. His legendary service continued until his unexpected
death in 1974 from a heart attack attributed to the ravages of his

POW experience gional approach to economic development by sharing the

benefits and responsibilities of commercial and in-
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After Councilman Michael J. Zone’s death, City dustrial devel b " . 4 - - <

Council President George L. Forbes asked Mary Zone | dustrial development throug ,C,OOP cration an s -
. s contracts between communities. e 7
to serve the remainder of her husband’s term. She A Cleveland Citv C , Matt Z ===
agreed, and subsequently was re-elected to three evelan hlty ounciiman 'att one ’f_z_—:_—-_-@ ‘"’
additional terms. She was the first Italian-Ameri- p;;sen;s the LeBron James jersey to =
can woman to serve on Cleveland City Council anchuan = T
v . Wang, Secretary-General, China Soci- ‘% LAY “% i

and the first woman to serve as Council Major-
ity Whip.

On the night of her husband’s death, it
took over 50 minutes for an ambulance to ar-
rive at their home. The delay infuriated

fety of  Administrative  Reform

| (CSOAR),

Professor,Chinese Academy of Governance.
‘ Matt is recognized nationally, regionally
" and locally as a leader on environmental and
arts & cultural issues. On the national level,

¥ he now serves as President — Elect of the Na-

Maryand many people in their west side
neighborhood and all over Cleveland . As a re- 3

sult, Mary’s first legislative initiative was the

successful establishment of the Emergency x
Medical Service (EMS) unit in Cleveland,w -
one of the very first of its kind in America and ALY }

the world. e

Mary Zone’s proudest day during her public
service was when Mayor George Voinovich and Cleveland
City Council dedicated the Michael J. Zone Recre-
ation Center in her ward.Councilman Michael
Zone had been a tireless advocate for building a
quality recreation center on Cleveland’s west
side, and was successful in lobbying the Ohio
state legislature to kill legislation which
would have used the land that the recreation
center now occupies to build a state route
highway tie-in.

Michael and Mary’s 8thchild, Matt,
has continued hisfamily’s deep-rooted
legacy of public service for the last 15
years since he was elected Cleveland
City Council.In November, 2001 he took

tional League of Cities, the United States oldest

and largest organization representing 19,000

V' cities, towns and villages, serving more than 218

" million Americans. The first (and last) Clevelander

to hold the position of President of the National League
of Cities was former US Senator George Voinovich, who

served as its President in 1985 while Mayor of Cleveland. In 2017,

Councilman Matt Zone will be the second Clevelander to be hon-

ored as the President of the National League of Cities.

President - Elect of the National League of Cities

representing 19,000 cities, towns and villages,

serving more than 218 million Americans.
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Regionally, Councilman Zone has served as President of the North-
east Ohio City Council Association (NOCCA) and is one of the
founding members of the Great Lakes Energy Development Task
Force, which is working to create offshore wind generation in Lake
Erie. Matt also serves on the steering committee of the Regional
Prosperity Initiative (RPI), which is working to create a “Smart
Growth” plan and “Revenue Sharing” for Northeast Ohio.
Cleveland City Councilman Matt Zone

Locally, Councilman Zone continues to be a tireless advo-
cate for alternative energy and green building. His district is
home to the only “EcoVillage” in the State of Ohio and one of
the first in the United States. An EcoVillage is a community of
people creating a way of living that sustains healthy ecological
relationships by offering an alternative model that strives to re-
place consumption and waste with preservation and regeneration.
The Cleveland EcoVillage is complete with an LEED (Leader-
ship in Energy and Environmental Design)built school, theatre
and certified Regional Transit Authority (RTA) rapid station, as
well as highly energy efficient homes that heat and cool for less
than $500 annually and a model storm water demonstration pro-
ject on 25 acre city recreational facility.

As a devoted supporter of the arts, this second-generation
Zone believes the arts and culture community can serve as an e-
conomic generator. As soon as he took office, Councilman Zone
set to work on a strategic plan to reinvigorate his ward’s main
thoroughfare -- Detroit Avenue. He drew upon the diverse cul-
ture and his love of the arts as a catalyst to save the community.?
He has been the driving force behind the development of the
Gordon Square Arts District, which is comprised of new housing
and businesses, retail development and the construction and ren-
ovation of three theaters. Councilman Zone also sponsored the
City of Cleveland’s “Percent for Arts” legislation, which re-
quires all applicable capital improvement projects over $300,000
to set aside 1.5 percent of the total budget to include artists in
their design. He serves as council’s representative on the city’s

Public Art committee.
Councilman Zone’s background is quite diverse, and includes
being a trained mediator and urban planner. He has worked with
city constituents over the years and helped to empower stake-
holders in the decision making process. Matt also has extensive
experience fostering innovation, engagement and collaborative
action across community sectors.
Emily Cherney, Ward 15 Advocate,
Jack Craciun III, Cleveland
City Councilman Matt Zone, Erie Chinese Journal Publish-
er Pu Ying, ITM Associate, Lorinda Laughlin
Matt Zone is a proud Italian-American who learned at an
early age the importance of family and his heritage. Matt’s par-
ents are from the Campania region, each from two small towns,
both near Caserta.Michael Zone’s family is from CalviRisorta
and Mary’s family is from the town of Regali. He helped estab-
lish the Cleveland Italian American Heritage Ceremony in 2006
to recognize the contributions of Italian Americans to the City of
Cleveland and North East Ohio. The event is hosted each year
by the City of Cleveland and is the first official committee orga-
nized by the city since 1917 to celebrate the historic and contemporary
contributions of Italian Americans. Notable Italian Americans are recog-
nized each year during a special ceremony drawing hundreds from across
the region.

Matt is a life-long member of Our Lady of Mount Carmel (West)
Parish, and a graduate of Cleveland State University’s College of Urban
Affairs and St. Edward High School. He
has been married to his wife Michelle for ’
26 years.

Other Zone family members dedicat-

ITM Chairman/CEO

ed to public service and government lead-
ership include his sister, Peggy Zone Fish-
er, who served under President Clinton as
a U.S. Small Business Commissioner and
is now President & CEO of The Diversity
Center of Northeast Ohio. Matt’s sister
Melissa Zone is a Senior Urban & Re-
gional Planner in Austin, Texas and his
cousin, The Honorable Joseph J. Zone,is a
judge of the Cleveland Municipal Court
and former Cleveland City Councilman.
Matt and wife Michelle’s son, Matthew I-
1, is a member of the Ohio National Guard
and a Cleveland Police Officer.
By: Jack Craciun III.
November, 2016
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