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A New York court has convicted former officer Peter
Liang in the shooting death of Akai Gurley, but many feel that
little justice has been done. Our thoughts and prayers are fo-
cused first on the Gurley and Liang families. But we must all
pray, African American, Asian American, and all other peoples
of color, that this tragedy does not pit us against one another,
but brings us closer together to fight the injustices that brought
us to this place. Peter Liang must answer for the death of Akai
Gurley, there is no doubt about that. But the conviction of Peter
Liang raises too many questions, legitimate questions, about
whether he had adequate training, whether he is a scapegoat for
others, whether an Asian American police officer was treated
fairly in the judicial system, and why police officers in other
communities, whose misconduct seems so much worse, walk
free.

In neighboring Connecticut, I was honored last year to
help pass An Act Concerning the Excessive Use of Force, a
new Connecticut law designed to fight police misconduct and
save lives. We passed that law so that the tragedies that oc-
curred in Ferguson, Staten Island, Cleveland, Baltimore, and
elsewhere, would not occur in Connecticut. In the course of the
debate, I was asked if the law was designed to protect only
African Americans or all peoples of color, and whether Asian
Americans even “count” as minorities. I responded on the floor
of the House of Representatives, with some frustration, “you’re
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a. The death of Mr. Gurley was a tragedy
b. Black Lives Matter, Chinese Lives Matter!
c. A Tragedy, Not a Crime!
d. Free Peter Liang!
e. No scapegoat!

Dear Mr Bell, my name is Zhao Heng, at Stanford University.
Thank you for the considerable efforts made by the case of Peter
Liang. T have seen reports of recent Chinese parade, Chinese

show great strength at the same time, also has many flaws. Pre-
sented my point of view is as follows, I hope you improve. My
opinions and recommendations of March: parade now has a lot of
problems: using a large number of Chinese slogans, keyword use
Chinese rather than English, United States mainstream people
don't understand; black Mr. Gurley's misfortune is not sympathet-
ic, like Chinese people without compassion; support for Peter
Liang banner ambiguous slogan says "support Peter Liang" was
his Slayer? Meaning is not clear, like the Chinese do not distin-
guish right from wrong. To solve these problems, and put forward
some suggestions, in the March should be aware of: 1. Do not use
Chinese slogans, all use the English slogans, because your appeal
was not literate in Chinese Americans. Chinese is a very big
problem, shows that the Chinese have no integration of United
States society. 2. do not engage in racial tension. And not to
make white people, antagonism between the blacks and the Chi-
nese 3. Care, Akai Gurley is totally innocent, but this discovery.
Akai Gurley died to express deep sympathy and sorrow; the suf-
fering of blacks agree 4. Instead of saying "support Peter Liang",
and what does he? He is unprofessional, accidents causing death,
is not a thing worthy of support. Should say "Free Peter Liang".
5. recommends using the following banners or slogans: a. The
death of Mr. Gurley was a tragedy b. Black Lives Matter, Chinese
Lives Matter! c. A Tragedy, Not a Crime! d. Free Peter Liang! e.
No scapegoat!
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Free Peter Liang!
Accident =/ criminal
Justice for all!
Justice above politics!
The American dream belongs to all of us!
Equal justice for all.
No selective justice.
No scapegoating.
Selective justice is not justice.

damn right” we do. And in the context of this tragic case, many
in the Asian American community feel that their concerns do
not count and their questions have gone unanswered. It is in-
cumbent on the Mayor of New York, its police department, and
the District Attorney, to do everything they can to provide an-
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State Representative William Tong
Co—Chairman of the Judiciary Committee
Connecticut General Assembly
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Dr. Wenning Zhao,
Acupuncturist from China, Chiropractic Physician
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