The Rise of Trump, a Conundrum of
Democracy and an Essential Compo—

nent of Leadership

An Analysis and Personal Perspective

—Cynthia Marek Lundeen

In the wake of the intense interest in thefirst Re-
publican presidential debate for the 2016 election sea-
son, many are seeking to explain why Donald Trump
has rocketed to the top position and whether if he modi-
fies his voice he will lose supporters whoappear to be
drawn to his style of oratory.

Listening closely to the debate in the company of
others at The City Club of Cleveland and reading the
transcript afterwards, I suggest that first and foremost
Mr. Trump’s supporters believe that he has the insight
and ability to effectively lead the country and would not
be off put by a modified tone as it is the substance of
his positions which most attract his supporters.(N.B. As
most people are aware, Mr. Trump’s oratorical style is
controversial, a full discussion of which is beyond the
scope of this article.)

Particularly important to U.S. citizens is the now
widely heldview that passage of the Iraq Resolution of
2002was most unwise. During the debate, Mr. Trump
pointed out that he early voiced his opposition to the
use of force as he could see that it would act to destabi-
lize the region.

Moreover, while many of those in Congress who
voted to authorize the use of force will say that “every-
one” thought that weapons of mass destruction existed
in Iraq, in fact 29% of those in Con-
gresshad the wisdom and insight to vote
against the use of force. As we now
know, the 29% of Congress who voted a-
gainst the use of force were correct.
While some degraded weapons were
eventually identified, the suspected §
stockpiles of weapons of mass destruc-
tion have never been shown to be extant.
Herein lays the conundrum of our repre-
sentative democracy: while the Congres-
sional majority rules on certain matters,
the majority is not always right.

Granted, the right decision might
be more apparent in hindsight, yet the
essence of leadership in part consists of
possessing foresight.Surely we all make mistakes, and
mistakes may range from the inconsequential to the
highly consequential. As most people now believe that
the destabilization of the Middle East has had enormous
negative consequences, it is valid to consider the early
positions of each candidate on this issue as a measure of
foresight and leadership.

Inearly forming my opinion against the use of
force I considered myself fortunate for what I had
learned from my father, who had been anengineer for
TRW, now a part of Northrop Grumman.My father had
worked on projects as diverse as an early artificial heart
for The Cleveland Clinic as well as military aerospace

: © projects with necessary
- security clearance. He

- had long ago told me
¢ that all things require
. maintenance to avoid
= falling into disrepair.

4 This knowledge coupled
with the fact that the U-
nited Nations had al-
i ready located and de-
stroyed much of Iraq’s
weapons and equipment,
and knowing something
about human nature,it
appeared to me that
Saddam Hussein was
likely embarrassed that
any of his remaining
weapons would by anal-
ogy be more akin to a jalopy up on cement blocks than
a high powered Maserati sports car.

Of course, Saddam Hussein had committed hor-
rendous acts against his own people, therefore when the
decision was made by elected officials to invade Iraq, I
endeavored to keep an open mind and waited to see
what justification would be presented to the American
people and what joint sacrifices would be suggested. [
still have my parents’ ration book, ration coupons and
ration tokens from WWII and while times have
changed, I expected that some small sacrifice would be
asked of the people in view of the enormous sacrifice
that was being made by each and every person in mili-
tary service. That no sacrifice was asked of the U.S.
citizens further convinced me that the invasion of Iraq
at that time was not the optimal decision.

As a U.S. citizen, I am still undecided as to how I
will cast my vote in the 2016 U.S. presidential election
and much can transpire between now and then.

However, in analyzing the rise of Donald Trump in
the polls, it appears to me that it is his positions more
than his oratorical style which attracts his supporters.
Additionally, it appears to me that more than any other
candidate, he conveys the sense of urgency needed to

address the myriad of pressing issues facing us today.

A conundrum of democracy rests in the fact that
only time can tell whether the majority of voters arrived
at a wise or less than optimal decision on any given is-
sue or in context with other issues. That so many peo-
ple are paying attention to the debates is a tribute to the
seriousness with which U.S. citizens are taking their re-
sponsibility to make their greatest effort to choose the
best candidate for the issues and the times.

There are many factors beyond those discussed in
this brief article which U.S. citizens will consider when
casting their votes in 2016. I wish all of us the greatest
foresight to in turn choose the candidate with the great-
est foresight and abilities.
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ITM Produces the “Made in Cleveland (TBT)” Album
The Second of Three “CLE Rock” Music Albums that Spirit
The First Dragon™ Global Chinese Cross Cultural Exchange
The First Dragon Video Link
http:/fitmltd.com/us—en/the—first—dragon—introduction

The “Made In Cleveland (TBT) Video Link -
hittp:/fitmltd.com/us—en/made—in—cleveland

“Can’t argue with our gifts, No city on earth com—
petes, CLE-Land-minds — built—up-mankind, Think
before you speak! “For the first time in history, Cleve-
land’s “multi-racial” Rock & Roll legacy is merging
with Chinese culture to complete The First Dragon Mu-
sic Suites™.
CLE Rock Spirit changed the world,

In “19”- Seven— O, At that time we gave
birth, To Rockin FM Radio! To power
“The First Dragon™” and its Global Chinese
Cross Cultural Exchange into a broad-based
global demographic clamoring to learn
aboutand embrace the culture of China, (the
new #2 economy on earth), ITM, its Associ-
ates and Strategic Alliance affiliations have | |
created the essence of global cross cultural
exchange in fine art, literature and, in this
case, music, to deliver eCommerce consumer
product sales and intellectual property licens-
ing that will educate and entertain a globe of
humanity for decades.

Made in Cleveland

lyrics composed by ITM

Chairman Jack Craciun III

and album creator and producer

Ed Sparks tell the true musical

story of Cleveland’s multi—cultural

Rock & Roll heritage and

how it changed the world.

ThroughThe First Dragon Music Suite(s)™, and

guided by research and a pure “Spirit of American
Entrepreneurialism,” the CLE based ITM production
team has dramatically merged Cleveland’s
multi-cultural modern music with Chinese traditional

i

instruments and language themes to deliver a new spirit,
energy and brand of Rock & Roll never before felt or
heard, in three unprecedented, culture defining albums:
The First Dragon Music Suite™, Made in Cleveland
(TBT)™and The First Phoenix Music Suite™.

The First Dragon Music Suites™ are among the
unique phantasmagoria of “The First Dragon™ Global
Chinese Cross Cultural Exchange” enterprise’s
intellectual property that tells the birth and evolution
story of Chinese culture and highlights the similarities
and differences of both cultures’ traditions in ways that
clarify their contributions to human culture and promote
those ideas which foster understanding and respect.
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The First Dragon™ & The First Phoenix™
were born in Cleveland, The Rock & Roll Capital
of the World.

“Cleveland ain’t no Joke; Truth be told;
Where Cleveland Goes so Goes The Globe!
The second album of The First Dragon Music
Suites™ isMade in Cleveland(TBT)™by Electrikk
Sparks, and featuring “Dr. Phrock and The
Children of the Rhyme.” It contains 10 new songs
that dynamically merge Cleveland’s Funk, Hip
Hop and Rock & Roll beat and vibewith the spirit
of Chinese culture. Title song “Made in
Cleveland(TBT)™” delivers the heart, soul and
spirit of ITM s dedication to transcend cultural
boundaries and promote a mutual understanding of
cultures through education and entertainment in its
“The First Dragon™ Global Chinese Cross
Cultural Exchange” Enterprise.

Produced by ITM, Ed “Dr. Phrock” Sparks,
Larry “Spharo” Gaines and Mel “Mel-0-Ra-Chi
Hinchen, the song was engineered by ITM
Associate Producer Brandi Hunter at JR Production
Studios in Cleveland. Featuring Rock & Roll Hall of
Fame inductee and Clevelander Mike "Kidd
Funkadelic" Hampton on lead guitar and the lead vocals
of ClevelanderLarry “Spharo” Gaines, the lyrics
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composed by ITM Chairman/CEO Jack Craciun III and
album creator and producer Ed Sparks tell the true
musical storyof Cleveland's multi-cultural Rock & Roll
heritage and how it changed the world.

“Made in Cleveland(TBT)™” Co-Music Director
Darren Anthony, who also produced and wrote the
lyrics to the eleven songs of The First Dragon Music
Suite™ has also delivered a CLE attitude to the world
with “WE GOOD”, his first major music industry song
placementon The Young OG Project, the seventh studio
album of platinum selling rapper Fabolous. Anthony’s
“WE GOOD” song has racked up 2,000,000 views on
YouTubewithout a video, since the album was released
on Christmas day 2014.Due to popular demand, the
official video for “WE GOOD” recently has been filmed
in New York City.

Yo- British Invasion — sailed in, On Muddy
Waters DNA, Put 3 trillion green backs into the EU,
And PRC today! Fifty years ago, the world as we knew
it changed forever as a result of the USA’S R & B and
Rock-fed “British Invasion.” Along with the recent
global ascent of urban music, the new horizon of global
entertainment is awakening to a new CLE-led “China
Invasion.”

“The Future of “Rock &
Roll” is a Global
CLEVELAND - China
Exchange--- to the nine’s this
time, we did it before and we’
Il do it again! ” And that
invasion is unique. It is a first in
global demographic terms!
There are Chinatowns located in
every major and secondary
market on earth. The global
“China Invasion” will naturally
be kicked off musically from
Cleveland, The Rock & Roll
Capital of the World!” Truth be
told,Where Cleveland Goes, so
Goes the Globe!




