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Obama makes surprise visit to Ted Lieu for Congress head—
quarters: Ted Lieu, Steve Israel, Barack Obama

President Barack Obama, right, talks with Rep. Steve Israel
(D-N.Y.) during a visit to the campaign office State Senator Ted
Lieu, left, who is running for Congress.
ElectionsBarack ObamaPoliticsU.S.
PartyHenry A WaxmanSteve Israel

Obama pops in at Ted Lieu for Congress headquarters Lieu
said he was 'surprised and thrilled' by president's visit Thursday
President Obama made a surprise stop Thursday at the Venice cam-
paign headquarters for state Sen. Ted Lieu, who is running for
Congress. Lieu, a Democrat from Torrance who is favored to suc-
ceed retiring Rep. Henry A. Waxman (D-Beverly Hills) in the Nov.
4 election, was greeting volunteers with Rep. Steve Israel (D-New
York), head of the Democratic Congressional Campaign Commit-
tee, when Lieu got word Obama was about to show up.

Related Low turnout in California in November could lift
prospects for GOP California PoliticsLow turnout in California in
November could lift prospects for GOPSee all related "I was sur-
prised and thrilled," Lieu said in an interview later, adding he had
about 10 minutes' notice before Obama walked through the door,
trailing staft and reporters.

Israel is in California to help Democrats in tight congression-
al races rally voters as mail balloting begins this week.

He and Lieu had planned to greet workers who were making
telephone calls to support Democratic Reps. Julia Brownley of
Westlake Village and Raul Ruiz of Palm Desert, and Redlands
Mayor Pete Aguilar, who is running for an open Inland Empire seat
currently in Republican hands.
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Hills, Bel Air, Malibu
and Calabasas. It is a |
wealthy district and a
heavily Democratic one, |
though it is not as ho-
demo-
graphically or politically
— as some might think.
The chance to re-
place Waxman drew 17
active candidates into the
June primary. This page
backed  author-consul-
tant-radio-host and policy
wonk Matt Miller in that
demolition derby, but he
didn't survive the top-two
contest, which was won
by Democratic state Sen.
Ted Lieu and L.A. Coun-

mogenous  —

and political.

The retirement of Henry Waxman after 40 years in
the House of Representatives will mean a rare changing of
the guard in California's 33rd Congressional District, which
links Rancho Palos Verdes and Torrance with Beverly

ty Deputy Dist. Atty. Elan Carr, a Republican. Of the two,
Lieu is the best choice, for reasons that are both pragmatic

As today's Republicans go, Carr is fairly moderate.
He believes there are ways to be both pro-business and
pro-environment, supports a vibrant public education sys-
tem and recognizes the reality of global warming. He has
tried to paint himself as a reasonable voice to help quiet the
tea party, but as long as the House GOP remains beholden
to its right wing, it is unlikely that a moderate Republican
from California with little seniority will make much of a
difference. Also, Carr has yet to detail the agenda he would
pursue, relying instead on a collection of vague statements
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State Sen. Ted Lieu is best choice for 33rd Congressional District

seemingly aimed at not offending voters from either party.
Ted Lieu says his top priority is climate change. ... He
supports gay marriage and opposes the federal government's
broad collection of private data. -
Lieu gave us pause during
the primary for a similar rea-
son. Where Miller's blend of
vision, policy and suggested
programs was impressive,
Lieu mostly trotted out his
state Senate past, where he
mixed thoughtful measures
with lots of reactive legisla-
tion seemingly aimed more
at scoring points with voters
than ad dressing significant
policy issues. But now Lieu
has begun to flesh out his
platform, on climate change
(which he sees as an existen-
B tial threat), Social Security,
gay marriage and student
loans. He opposes the feder-
al government's broad col-
lection of private data. Many of his positions are standard
Democratic fare, but in most cases they are the right ones.
And his legislative experience gives him a leg up. He is the
author, for instance, of SB 569, which requires police to
videotape interviews with minors suspected of murder, and
of SB 757, which closed a loophole out-of-state health in-
surers were using to discriminate against gay couples.
Though we didn't agree with everything he did, Wax-
man was a leader in the House, a patient and relentless
force to be reckoned with. It's hard right now to see Lieu
filling those shoes, but members of Congress often serve a
long time. Lieu too might become an important national
figure over the years.
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