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The day before my mom
was talking to me
this special
| event that would
happen  tomorrow.
We had to dress up

about

Michael Tsou
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for the dinner. To tell
you the truth, I was entering this dinner
with a negative attitude. I didn't want to
spend my time at some stranger's house
for three hours talking about edicate and
eating multiple courses. And of course :
who wants to be with their mom on a Sat-
urday night. Soon though my perspective
was altered. On the car ride there, a good
friend of my mom's, Ying Pu, described &
how amazing this woman was and how a-
mazing and historical she and her house
was. According to her, entering this house
could just make the time fly by. This made
me interested to see if these compliments
were true. When we were greeted by Cyn-
thia, I was caught offguard. She was extremely
kind and made you feel welcomed instantly. She
gave us a simple tour of her historical collection
and from there I was hooked. I am a huge fan of
history and of course she had a small collection
of Winston Churchill items. We hit it off after
talking about the The Battle of Britain. After all
the guests arrived, we sat down, and I was defi-
nitely ready for dinner. Instead, Cynthia turned
on her computer and gave us a half hour long
speech on edicate. Contrary to what you're think-
ing, it was very educational and interesting. She
linked the present day to the past and kept the
lesson fun and entertaining. Then the favorite
part of the night were the dishes. From the first
course to the last course, my taste buds were
continually on high alert, ready to experience the
next flavor. Overall 1 did not regret a single
minute that I spent at Cynthia's beautiful home.
She was able to keep me intrigued and attracted
that the three hours flew by like it was nothing. I
would not hesitate to chat or visit her again.
Michael Tsou
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Do you long for a quiet, unhurried moment
in the company of friends? Just such a time was
provided to the attendees of the program "The
Joys of the Formal Dinner and The Art of Con-
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versation." The Erie Chinese Journal
and Cynthia’s Castle Treasures were
delighted to receive a note afterwards
from a young gentleman attendee,
Michael Tsou, a student at Hawken
school who has earned recognition in
' the National History Day Contest. He
~ wrote that he was initially skeptical
| about the evening but that soon his per-
spective was altered. He noted that the
atmosphere made him feel welcomed
instantly, that the program was educa-
tional and interesting, and from first
course to last, his taste buds
were continually on high alert,
ready to receive each new dish.
He ended his note saying "Over-
all T did not regret a single
minute that I spend at Cynthia’s
beautiful home."

This is the very reason that Cynthia
and Ying Pu have teamed up: to create
moments of peace and respite where
guests can recharge their personal batter-
ies in the company of both new and old
friends, while exchanging thoughts and
learning from each other. Cynthia and
Ying Pu are especially pleased when such
events are intergenerational as it helps to
broaden the scope of conversation.

The topic of the program included a
discussion of etiquette, which may seem
to be a quaint concept of yesteryear, but is
in fact the conductor which facilitates har-

monious human relations on the great cir-
cuit board of life. The dinner was present-
ed in a tradition which was handed down
to America from Europe. The purpose of
the tradition is to create a slower pace in
an atmosphere of beauty so that the guests
do not feel rushed and may relax and en-
joy each other’s company. This tradition
also recognizes that beauty is food for the
soul and that art need not be reserved only
to be hung on a wall, but can be incorpo-
rated in

to everyday objects that we can touch and use,
such as decorative tableware. In other words, at a
formal dinner party, the beautiful place settings
and food act as an inspiration and back drop to
the real stars, the guests, who provide the magic
ingredient of sparkling conversation to a joyful
event.

Recognizing that life is fleeting, Ying Pu
and Cynthia work to create programs which
blend time honored traditions with our modern

sensibilities to nuture our well being, inside and
out. As President George Washington said "
Good humor makes one dish of meat a feast."




