Family Wins Asylum, Misses Children

(New York, NY - March 28, 2014)
William Low, Esq., attorney-in-charge of the
Margaret W. Wong & Associates, Co., LPA,
New York office and seasoned immigration at-
torney, told his clients on Tuesday, March 25th,
the long-awaited news that after five years of
fleeing persecution and suffering detention by
US immigration authorities, they were legal in
the US.

“But what of our children?” the wife im-
mediately asked.

In August 2010, the man and his wife,
who were born Buddhist, but lived as atheists
in their Asian home country, were denied a li-
cense to sell their produce, because of their race
and being non-Muslim. Fearing their lives
were in danger, the couple arranged for their
children to remain with relatives, and the two
began a perilous journey.

Crossing oceans and deserts they reached
the US. Once in the US, they were detained
and jailed by the Department of Homeland Se-
curity’s Immigrations and Customs Enforce-
ment (ICE). And being jailed in the US was
the best thing that ever happened to them.

Inside immigration detention, separately,
the husband in the men’s section, and the wife
in the women’s section, they were introduced
to Christianity.

“In the summer of 2010, after leaving de-
tention in Texas,”

William Low said, “these

two began attending church regularly, were

soon baptized, and were actively engaged in the
Christian faith that included spreading the
gospel and other volunteer work at the church.
But their children never left their minds. They
soon hired our firm to help move their cases
from Texas to New York and with their asylum
cases.”

“Of course, almost daily, they asked us
about the children. When could they see them?
When could they bring them to the US? This
separation from their children has been very
difficult on them - they can think only of their
children.”

William Low and the firm encountered
challenge after challenge. But working closely
with the couple, they succeeded in having the
couple’s two cases consolidated, and finally
won the case.

“So, naturally,” said William Low, “as
soon as we gave them the news Tuesday, they
begged us to bring their children to the US.
We’ve immediately refocused on getting the
children as soon as possible, preparing the
1-730 petitions. We’re confident it won’t be
much longer.”

William Low, Esq., William@imwong.com
Margaret W. Wong, Esq., President and Man-
aging Partner, Wong@imwong.com

Margaret W. Wong & Associates, Co., LPA.
www.imwong.com e 216-566-9908

3150 Chester Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 44118
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College student from Cleveland studying in Shanghai singled
out by Michelle Obama: Higher Education Roundup

CLEVELAND, Ohio - A Cleveland stu-
dent studying at New York University’s cam-
pus in Shanghai was pointed out by Michelle
Obama on the First Lady s trip to China.

Royale Nicholson, who graduated from
John Hay Early College, enrolled last fall in the

tion necessary to confront global challenges.
“Studying abroad isn’t just a fun way to
spend a semester; it is quickly becoming the
key to success in our global economy,” she
said.
Obama focused on several students in the

inaugural class at
New York Univer-
sity Shanghai.

"I was filling
out the application
for NYU, and 1
saw there was an
option for a Shang-
hai campus," she
said in an inter-
view last year. She
received a scholar-
ship that covered
all her costs.

Half of the
300 students at
NYU Shanghai are

sity in Shanghai,

Royale Nicholson, who is attending New York Univer-

was singled out by First Lady
Michelle Obama when she visited China. (Lonnie Tim-
mons III, The Plain Dealer )

audience. She
recognized a Chi-
nese scholar who
had studied in the
United States, as
well as several
American stu-
dents who chose
to study in China,
including Nichol-
son.

“Take the exam-
ple of Royale
Nicholson, who’
s from Cleveland,
Ohio,” Obama
said. “She at-

Chinese, a third are American, and the rest
come from 33 other countries, the university
said.

Obama, whose weeklong trip ended
Wednesday, spoke about the importance of ed-
ucation to a group of Chinese and American
students in Beijing on March 22.

She highlighted how education promoted
cross-cultural understanding and communica-
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tends New York University’s program in
Shanghai. Now, like me, Royale is a first-gen-
eration college student. And her mother
worked two full-time jobs while her father
worked nights to support their family. And of
her experience in Shanghai, Royale said -- and
this is her quote -- she said, ‘This city oozes
persistence and inspires me to accomplish all
that I can.’”

The university said Nicholson said she
hoped her “unexpected path to NYU Shanghai
can encourage others in my school and my city
to believe that their dreams don’t have to be
confined to the state that they’ ve lived in their
entire lives. They should not define or suppress
their dreams because of their level of income. I
know how easy it can be to slip into the illu-
sion of inferiority. It is just amazing to me --
being able to see the dreams of people of China
being realized in Shanghai literally overnight.
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Dr. Wenning Zhao,
Acupuncturist from China, Chiropractic Physician
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