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Together we will make a difference.
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CHINA RED CROSS CONTINUES TO HELP EARTHQUAKE-AFFECTED
COMMUNITIES RECOVER AND PREVENT THE SPREAD OF HIV/AIDS

Local Donations are saving lives around the world.

CLEVELAND, July 2, 2013 - In the af-
termath of the May 2008 earthquake, which
killed nearly 70,000 people and left more than
15 million people homeless, the American Red
Cross, has been working to assist the China
Red Cross with recovery and reconstruction ef-
forts in Sichuan Province. By supporting the re-
construction of rural homes using earth-
quake-resistant construction techniques, the
American Red Cross is helping minimize casu-
alties in future earthquakes.

In addition, the American Red Cross is
working with the China Red Cross to rehabili-
tate village water supply systems in seven
towns and improve community disaster pre-
paredness knowledge and skills to mitigate and
plan for future risks.

Also, the HIV epidemic in China is grow-
ing - recent projections indicate that there are
about 740,000 people living with HIV in Chi-
na, though given the social stigma associated
with the disease, the actual figure is widely as-
sumed to be much higher. Public knowledge
about HIV and AIDS remains quite low and it
is culturally challenging to discuss this issue
openly.

To address this growing problem, the

American Red Cross has been working with the
Chinese Red Cross since mid-2010 to reduce
high-risk behaviors associated with HIV trans-
mission and to enable people living with HIV in
China to live a healthier life. As part of broader
national HIV interventions, the Red Cross is
launching an HIV program to reach high-risk seg-
ments of Chinese, focusing on outreach and HIV
prevention education for female commercial sex
workers, men who have sex with men and univer-
sity students. The Red Cross will also conduct
large awareness campaigns aimed at the general
public. The Red Cross hopes to reach more than
120,000 people through these activities.

The Northeast Ohio Region of the American
Red Cross is looking to create awareness in our
community regarding the positive effects of their
generous support both through financial dona-
tions and volunteers. We find that in the midst of
disaster, our local citizens are quick to offer sup-
port, but often do not hear of the successes they
supported. Your assistance in telling these suc-
cess stories would be invaluable. Please contact
Christine Moran at 216-431-3284 for details.

The Northeast Ohio Region of the American
Red Cross is comprised of the Greater Cleveland
Chapter, as well as 12 community chapters. To-

American
L Red Cross

gether, we serve 22 counties and their 4.5 million res-
idents by preventing, preparing for and responding to
emergencies 24 hours per day, seven days a week.
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