Cleveland State University partners with Chinese
university, which will send students to CSU

CLEVELAND, Ohio — Cleveland State
University and the South China University of
Technology have established a partnership
through which Chinese students will come to
CSU to complete their education and receive
joint degrees.

The agreement is to be signed Friday by of-
ficials from both universities. It culminates a
two-year effort to link the Chinese university
with CSU's Maxine Goodman Levin College of
Urban Affairs, said its dean Edward (Ned) Hill.
He credited the college's consistent ranking a-
mong the top schools of urban affairs for launch-
ing the partnership.

"There is a high degree of ranking con-
sciousness going on (in China)," Hill said.

Yizhong Zhu, a professor at South China,
came to CSU to study urban affairs as a visiting
professor about four years ago because of its na-
tional ranking, Hill said. She helped CSU devel-
op a relationship with her home university.

Hill visited the university in Guangzhou,
China, in April 2011 to work on a joint program.
While there, he was appointed an adjunct profes-
sor of public administration.

South China had established a Sino-North
American College and chose students, based on
academics and ability to speak English, while
they were in high school. The college has tracks
in public management and hospitality manage-
ment, Hill said. About 20 students studying pub-
lic management are expected to enroll at CSU in
the fall of 2013.
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An unknown number of students from South
China's College of Public Administration also are
expected, he said.

Hill said the Chinese university was motivat-
ed by several factors to arrange what is known as a
2 + 2 agreement, he said.

"A large number of Chinese students are go-
ing directly to American universities and they
want to maintain contact with their students," he
said. "It distinguishes them in the educational mar-
ket. And the university is in a city that is very ner-
vous about economic transition. They are looking
at Ohio as a place going through transition."

Hill said it is expected that the Chinese stu-
dents will pay out-of-state tuition.

CSU administrators said the urban affairs
college could keep the dif ference between the
in-state and out-of-state tuition cost per Chinese
student to help fund CSU faculty and student ex-
changes to China, he said.
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