Mayor Mallory Working to Strip
Chabot Anti —Streetcar Language
from Federal Transportation Bill

Cincinnati - Mayor Mark Mal-
lory is using his connections in Wash-
ington DC to have Congressman Steve
Chabot’s anti-streetcar language re-
moved from the Federal Transportation
Bill. Congressman Chabot inserted the
language late in the evening by only a
voice vote, without a roll call, in an al-
most empty House Chamber. After in-
serting the language, Representative
Chabot still voted against the bill.

“This is nothing but a political

stunt,” Mayor Mark Mallory said. “The record is clear. Chabot oppos-
es the Streetcar. But, the voters told us to move forward on this pro-
ject. People are tired of the same old ‘we can’t’ attitude. That is not
how we operate in Cincinnati anymore. We work on big projects and

we get them done.”

Mayor Mallory is contacting legislative leaders in both the House
and Senate and he is making calls to the White House to have the lan-
guage removed. The anti-streetcar language is far from law.

“Steve Chabot seems determined to stop progress in Cincinnati,”
“He seems determined to make sure that
other parts of the Country thrive, while Cincinnati is left in the past.
That is not the kind of leadership that we need in Washington DC.”

“Representative Chabot says that we should be investing in the
Brent Spence Bridge and a new interchange on I-71 at MLK. I couldn’
t agree more. So, where is Steve Chabot’s leadership on getting that
funding for our community? It isn’t there,” Mayor Mark Mallory said.

Mayor Mark Mallory said.
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The Republican governor of Ohio,
the Democratic mayor of Cleveland and
the local teachers union have united to
overhaul how teachers are hired, fired and
paid, a rare example of cooperation in edu-
cation that some critics warn could still
face challenges in the implementation.

The overhaul, signed into law by
Gov. John Kasich this month, will allow
the district to link teachers' pay, in part, to
student test scores, and to lay off teachers
based on performance instead of seniority.
It will also let the district fire teachers after
two years of poor performance, based in

The district will become the only one
in Ohio to share local tax dollars with char-
ter schools—public schools run by outside
entities that are now funded by state and
federal money—and will have more say in
who gets to operate those schools.

The Cleveland deal marks a depar-
ture from the bitter animosity over school
funding and treatment of teachers that has
divided many U.S. cities, though the local
teachers union found itself facing a united
front of the mayor, Cleveland's business
community and the governor.

ing proposals.

Frank Jackson, and the local
union leader for getting his
members on board. "When
adults fight, children get
lost in the shuffle," Mr. Ka-
sich said in an interview.
"In this case, everybody got
together and demanded that
children be placed first."
Sarah Yatsko, a re-
search analyst at the Center
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The cooperation is especially notable
in Ohio, which has experienced bitter acri-
mony over union rules. Last year, voters re-
pealed a law that restricted collective bar-
gaining for public-sector employees after it
was passed by the GOP-controlled state
legislature and signed by Mr. Kasich.

Mr. Kasich praised Cleveland Mayor

A School Fix Without a Fight

Cleveland Mayor Works With Governor and Teachers to Link Pay to Test Scores
By STEPHANIE BANCHERO

In Chicago, the nation's third-largest
school district, the teachers union is threat-
ening to go on strike in response to Demo-
cratic Mayor Rahm Emanuel's offers in
contract negotiations. In other struggling
urban school districts, such as Philadelphia
and Detroit, district officials and teachers
unions are also squabbling over restructur-

on Reinventing Public Education at the U-
niversity of Washington, a research group,
called the Cleveland transformation plan a
"dramatic" overhaul that "puts Cleveland
in stark relief," compared to other cities
across the nation.

Some advocates of tying teacher con-
tracts to student performance worry that the
pact could still be watered down. Terry
Moe, a Stanford political scientist who has
written a book on teacher unions and has
been critical of them, called the Cleveland
changes "meaningful," but added, "These
are things that should have been done 30
years ago." He predicted that, as details of
the plan get negotiated, union leaders will
"do whatever they can to water them down

~and make them as
non-threatening as possi-
ble."

David Quolke, presi-
dent of the Cleveland
Teachers Union, rejected
the idea that the union
would stymie implementa-
| tion, saying it is committed
to doing what is "best for
kids."
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