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Hello! My name is Heather
Hagerling and I am currently a senior
at Hathaway Brown in Cleveland, O-
hio. I started studying Chinese in the
ninth grade. From that time on, China
had a strong hold on me, so I decided to
go study abroad there. At the time, I
didn’t really understand much about Chi-
na, I just had this feeling; I wanted to ex-
perience everything in China first hand. I
wanted to experience the basics of Chi-
nese life. Then, during my junior year |
finally got the chance to study in Beijing.
On August 27, 2010, I excitedly boarded
the plane to Beijing, where I would live
with a Chinese family for nine months.
From the time that my plane landed in
the Beijing International Airport on that
first day to the present, my love for China
has not changed, especially for Chinese
culture and Chinese people.

When I lived in China, I would of-
ten bike or walk over to a park near to my
house and sit on a rock there. Sometimes
I would do my Chinese homework on
that rock. Sometimes I would just watch
the older people practice Taichi. Some-
times I would just sit there, not doing
anything. However, every time I sat in
that park, Chinese people would come
over to chat with me. I would often read
my Chinese lessons aloud to elderly Chi-
nese who didn’t believe I could actually
read it. Other times people would come
over and ask me if I wanted to learn
Taichi with them. Other people came to
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| Hagerling
12 took
home  the
first place
award in the
advanced
group at the
7th  Annual
“Chinese
Bridge” US
High School
Student
Chinese Speech Contest sponsored by
the University of Massachusetts Con-
fucius Institute. Twenty-four finalists
who were selected from more than 50
applicants nationwide gathered in
Boston on April 28 for the event. The
students delivered speeches on this
year’s theme, “I Like Chinese Lan-
guage and Culture,” and answered
questions posed by the judges.

ask me why I was just sitting there on a
rock and what I was doing in China. Older
Chinese people would come over and
teach me Chinese idioms and how to play
with a Chinese yoyo. What gave me the
deepest impression was that ev eryone |
talked to always gave me their QQ num-
ber. These experiences are my best mem-

ories from China. They made me un-

HOW I Like China derstand more about Chinese culture,

and introduced me to many very friend-

Heather Hagerling (Hathaway Brown School) ly Chinese people

However, even outside of that little
park, Chinese people were always very
friendly and welcoming to me. Once
while I was riding the bus home, my Chi-
nese instrument --- the ruan -- fell onto a
college student. I was quite embarrassed,
but the girl just smiled and said that she
had seen me on the bus everyday, and that
she had wanted to be my friend for a long
time, but she was shy to open her mouth.
From that day on, the two of us talked on
the bus everyday. She would use English
to tell me about Chinese culture, and
would use Chinese to introduce America.
I think that this sort of exchange is espe-
cially important and meaningful.

Nine months passed by too quickly,
but I will never forget the people I met in
China and the experiences I had. These
experiences all taught me what textbooks
could not. While I was in China, I didn’t
just learn about how many Chinese holi
days there are, how many ethnic groups
there are, or how much land the country
has. I learned that Chinese people, regard-
less of age or gender, are all interested in
other cultures. I think this is the real rea-
son behind China’s dramatic changes in
the past thirty years. I love China and Chi-
nese culture, and I hope I will have an op-
portunity to go back and study there a
gain.

want to study international business, I want to
learn how to speak Chinese. Because China has
a large population and long history, I need to
learn about Chinese doctrine (?). Next Year I
want to go to a school in Washington, D.C. for
a semester where I will learn International rela-
tions. While I am there, I will continue to study

Chinese.

Four years ago, 1 watched the 2008 Bei-
jing Olympics opening ceremony. Since then, |
have fallen in love with Chinese culture and
language. I have never been to China, but after
college I want to go there to study. I love to eat
Chinese food. In Chinese One, my teacher
taught us how to make Chinese food. My Chi- =3 ;-)\Ts ?‘:
nese class also went to a Chinese restaurant for R
lunch and to learn about Chinese culture. In ad-
dition to liking Chinese food, I also like Chi-
nese songs because I think the Chinese people
are smart and their lyrics are interesting. In Chi-
nese class and history class I learned about Chi- <T . %
nese history and culture. This makes me want % B %10, &
to learn more about China. Although the lan- & :
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| like Chinese Language and Cuiture

{EEFI( Haley Wellener)

Hello, everyone! I am from
Cleveland, Ohio and go to Hathaway
Brown School. My Chinese name is {fi
= %] and my English name is Haley
Wellener. This year I am sixteen years
old, I have studied Chinese for two years.
My hobbies are playing tennis and play-

guages, besides studying Spanish [
also study Chinese at my school,
Hathaway Brown. On the weekend
I like to chat with friends, watch
movies, and sleep. Now, I don’t
know what I want to study in col-
lege, but I think I want to study in-

guage is a little difficult, it is very interesting.
Because Chinese culture is so different from
American culture, I have a great curiosity to
learn more about Chinese culture. Although
Chinese culture is very old, I also think it is
very modern.

In Chinese class my teacher used to play
Yan Jue songs that I like. Although I do not
love to end my speech, I want to say- I like, no [
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ing lacrosse. Because I love to study lan-  ternational business. Because I
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name is Emily Gudbranson. I live in Cleveland, O-
hio, and am a 17-year-old, 12th grade student at
Hathaway Brown, a girls’ school. I've studied
Chinese for three years, and think Mandarin is very
interesting. Next year, 1 also want to continue
studying Chinese in college. Right now, I am in
Chinese level 4, where we have Chinese class five
times every six days. Every day I can’t wait to start
class, where our teacher has taught us a lot of id-
ioms. This helps me improve my Chinese level.
My favorite idiom is “if you give a dog a meatball,
he won’t look back.” I think this idiom is really in-
teresting!

In addition, I like to learn Chinese because 1

my Chinese teacher lets us watch Chinese movies
during class. I think Chinese movies are very excit-
ing. I often prefer to watch Chinese movies instead
of American movies. Because I have never been to
China, I think that Chinese films help me better un-
derstand China. In Chinese class we have seen:
“Raise the Red Lantern,” “Under the Hawthorne
Tree,” “Go LalLa Go.” These films are not only
nice to watch, but they also help me improve my
level of Chinese pronunciation. Even though I
watch Chinese movies with English subtitles, I one
day hope to be able to watch them without English
subtitles.

Now, Chinese is very popular. To become a
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calligraphy. I really like the works of calligraphy of
Wang Xizhi and Yen Chen. This year at school, 1
also applied to do a funded calligraphy project, and
by the end of the year, I will have learned a lot
about calligraphy, and hope to one day go to China
to learn more. Now, no matter how busy I am, ev-

can culture are very different, but for me, 1 find
Chinese culture to be a breath of fresh air. China
has a history of 5,000 years that I find very myste-
rious and love. I keep learning, and hope to one
day go to China and engage in direct dialogue with
Chinese people.



