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Community Preview and Tournament Are Just
a Few of the Events Planned

Clever marketers claimed mah jongg dated back
to Confuciusm and other regal origins - though the
game we know actually took shape in the nineteenth
century. More than 100 years later, the game made its
trek to America where it has been part of the country's
gaming culture since 1922. Now in 2012, the game
will be featured at the Maltz Museum of Jewish Her-
itage as it presents Project Mah Jongg.

Project Mah Jongg, an exhibition exploring the
traditions, history, and meaning of the game, was cre-
ated by the Museum of Jewish Heritage - A Living
Memorial to the Holocaust in New York City. The ex-
hibition was wildly popular and a traveling version
was developed. Its only scheduled Midwest appear-
ance will be January 24 to April 22, 2012 at the Maltz
Museum of Jewish Heritage in Cleveland, Ohio, then
it will go to the Skirball Cultural Center in Los Ange-
les.

The colorful and entertaining exhibition in-
cludes original art-
work by Christoph
Niemann, Isaac &
Mizrahi, Maira 5=
Kalman and Bruce
MccCall; beautiful ear-

bone, Bakelite, and
bamboo; vintage ad- .
vertisements and
household items; Chi-
noiserie; and instruc-
tion materials.

The Maltz Mu-
seum has added vin-
tage mah jongg sets and rule cards from area Cleve-
landers, period costumes on loan from the Kent State
University Museum, and a short film by area filmmak-
ers Amy Wasserstrom Cummings and John Cum-
mings. Titled May the Tiles Be with You: Cleveland's
Love Affair with Mah Jongg, the documentary records
the mah jongg memories of Clevelanders. Visitors to
the Museum's website can submit their own stories

SN ERE T KN Harry J. Abraham, f
F& 1939 AL B Fnth O BFE 1 B, E
FEAB T 15 18 A e g T 7 45, MthiE
IS B F A2 75 45 Harry J. Abraham
BN TEZIMEE S REESE ~
)

12 B B R B A AT i (Maltz
Museum of Jewish Heritage) & {7FER—
LR S N (O RN A R B M IR Ik B
B BRR I B e, B IR AT
PLS BB BhE S B,

i g

“ RSN ARER TFR MY R
7, e P Ak OB I, 5 B R DB 5
PR HERRE AP, A B A NSRS
B =T A Y
Fifg, BRI
KB B ik
HERb AR 1933
FEF 1949 4,
KA A RF
& J) T ik
A Y BN A B
A NiE W E
FERE R,
ﬁ%kﬁ%3

i, fbMEdIH
MKEKA

TR B N — e A s i T e R S L
AN

JEE SRR AR R — 4y,
e =GRl e S i i S PN A e
TEMEENER. TR NE
4 NE R BRI T AN iR B | 5%
BRI, AL NAE ] g A
et v AF et AT R Je A o R [ 52 2 T ) 15
Hiio

“HRBERR T A R 2E S Harry
J. Abraham, i -H s A B A B N A
B, A AR —{E Hb T B
BAE — LA, e R 1 B, T T )
P F AP AT EER TREZER
P, HEENEREEETRE BB FEE
ke 7

B 5 5 BA
BT O
DR R,
WEARHER A -
A0 o BE (R BE
g E)Ar T
g T 1 s R
FSEE 62 951
JEE P o LB
P A1 P2 o
AR, 2 AR

2R i

a5 J~ Jl /

MALTZ MUSEUM SETS UP PROJECT MAH JONGG

about the game. Music for the exhibition

an evening of moonlight, music,

has been provided by the Cleveland Chi- '"g I 1" P mahj munchies and the ever famous
nese Music Ensemble. !!" !!"Ii !L!! h :I ) mahj-tini (late March/early April)
The exhibition kicks off on Sunday, TN O 0 e Full details on the exhibition, pro-
January 22 with the "Mad for Mah Jongg" II " “ “ " || JI “ grams, and events can be found on
Private Opening and Chinese New Year's jjinii'n “ [I the "Happenings" calendar at
Eve Celebration. The following day, the ‘k “ " aiw MMJH.org. Tickets for all events
Museum holds a Community Preview be- ¢ ! O G 1 "{I H"“ and programs can be purchased by

fore Project Mah Jongg opens to the pub-

lic on Tuesday, January 24. Not only will G
people get a sneak peek at the exhibition

and enjoy fabulous Chinese food, but games such as
checkers and hopscotch will be played throughout the
Museum!

February brings the first Maltz Museum Mah
Jongg Tournament (Feb 13) and the first of three
cross-cultural events with Li Wah restaurant in Cleve-
land's Asia Plaza. Visitors will tour the Museum and
eat Jewish delicacies while eastsiders spend the after-
noon at Li Wah playing mahj and enjoying a light
lunch (Feb 15, Mar
14, Apr 17).

Throughout the ex-
hibition's run, visitors
will hear the sound of
tiles clacking and peo-
ple laughing as the
Maltz Museum has
added several game
tables that can be re-
% served for play, and
the Museum will be
offering lessons every
| Friday afternoon in

February. Among the
other public programs:
screenings of Mah-Jongg: The Tiles That Bind (Jan
25) and Shanghai Ghetto (Apr 4)
a reading of A Brief History of Mah Jongg - an origi-
nal one-act play written by local playwright Faye
Sholiton to accompany the exhibition (Mar 7 & 18)
an afternoon of games and art at the Museum's Family
Fun Day (Feb 26)

calling the Museum at
216.593.0575.

Docent-led tours can be re-
served daily for adult and student groups,
with discounts for groups of 15+ (reserva-
tions required). Packs of 35 or more tickets
are available at a discounted price. Players
Passes will be available for $20 for those
who want to visit the Museum several
times through the run of the exhibition.
Pass holders will have the same benefits as
Museum Members (discounts in the Muse-
um Store and on public programs) during
the run of the exhibition, January 24 -
April 22, 2012.

To learn more about Project Mah
Jongg, visit the official site at www.pro-
jectmahjongg.com
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itage: The Museum of Diversity and Tolerance

Opened in 2005, the Maltz Museum of Jewish
Heritage introduces visitors to the beauty and diversity
of that heritage in the context of the American experi-
ence, promotes an understanding of Jewish history, re-
ligion and culture and builds bridges of tolerance and
understanding with people of all religions, races, cul-
tures and ethnic backgrounds. It includes An Ameri-
can Story, tracing Ohio's immigrant history and her-
itage, and The Temple-Tifereth Israel Gallery, an in-
ternationally-recognized collec tion of Judaica. One
admission fee includes unlimited access, and all levels
of membership include unlimited admission.
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