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Is what I burst out all of a sudden at our
dinner table, to everybody's astonishment initial—
ly, and then to loud laughter the next moment.
But, this statement captured the moment per—
fectly, I thought; there we were—Americans,
Chinese (from various Chinese speaking lands—
mainland China, Taiwan, Hong Kong), and I, a
sole Serbian, gathered from various parts of the
world, celebrating the birth of Jesus on Christmas
Eve, and enjoying each other's company and a
table full of delicious Hot Pot food. Yes, in
America these moments and experiences happen;
America that is the greatest congregation of hu—
manity in all its history, perhaps the best summed
up in its current President, who himself and his
family are a microcosm of the human experience
(from Kenya, to Indonesia, Hawaii, Kansas too,
African—American wife and in—laws, and did
you know that he has Irish roots too?). And, it is
that best of America, its openness, curiosity, and
tolerance, why we newcomers are drawn to it.
So, keep it up, America, we all should hope that

all of the world follows suit, and that these mo—
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ments are always possible everywhere around the
world. We all have a lot of to look forward to
in the coming New Year!
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