DUAL DISCOVERIES OPEN THE DOOR FOR NEW RESEARCH

Middlefield, Ohio, December 14, 2009 --
Researchers at DDC Clinic for Special Needs Chil-
dren have identified a new disease, one never previ-
ously described in medical literature, and also dis-
covered the gene associated with the disease. The
study will appear in this week’s early online edition
of the journal Proceedings of the National Academy
of Sciences.

Dr. Heng Wang, a physician scientist at DDC
Clinic, identified the new disease five years ago in
patients from the Old Order Amish community in
northeast Ohio, the fourth largest Amish settlement
in the United States. The disease is characterized by
unusual facial appearances, bone abnormalities and
mental retardation. Once the disorder was identi-
fied, human genome mapping technology was used
to discover that the gene TMCO1 was responsible
for this novel condition. This is the first report of
TMCOI sequence variants being associated with a
genetic disorder in humans. Since this disease had
never been previously described, the research team
gave it the name TMCO1 defect syndrome.

“The clinic’s unique position
as the primary care facility for the
patients has allowed us to continu-
ally observe them and collect es-
sential information for the disorder
while providing medical services,”
said Dr. Wang. “We anticipate
that this work and future transla-
tional research of this condition
will enhance our cost-effective
medical home for these patients.
In addition, this work will provide
an opportunity for early diagnosis
through genetic counseling for the
high risk families and newborn
screening.”

The study is an important
contribution to the body of knowledge about the
TMCOI gene and opens the door to a new field of
study about the role of this gene and its function.
Dr. Wang is senior author, and Dr. Baozhong Xin, a
research scientist of DDC Clinic, is lead author on

Dr. Heng Wang
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Intelligence Note

Prepared by the

Internet Crime Complaint Center (IC3)
Asian Extortion Scheme

The FBI is currently aware of a nationwide
attempt to extort ethnic business owners, mostly of
Asian descent, through telephonic threats of vio-
lence. The telephone calls appear to be originating
from foreign countries. The caller acquires an ade-
quate amount of open source information about the
victim through Internet searches. This misleads the
victim into believing the subject has personal
knowledge about the victim. There have been no
reported incidents of violence actually perpetrated
to date.

Individuals who receive phone calls or
e-mails containing threats of violence and their per-
sonally identifiable information (PII) are encour-
aged to contact law enforcement as well as file a
complaint at http://www.ic3.gov/.
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the study. Researchers from The
Clinic for Special Children of
Pennsylvania and Cleveland State
University also contributed to the
study.

The identification of the dis-
ease is welcome news to the local
community. The mother of a
daughter who passed away from
this disease described her excite-
ment about the clinic’s findings.
“For 28 years, we didn’t know
what was wrong with our daugh-
ter. Imagine living all those years
with unanswered questions; imag-
ine not knowing what was wrong
with your child. Having a diagno-
sis, knowing what’s wrong, is half the battle.
Knowing helps you live with it. Now maybe there is
something that can be done in the future to help
children with this disorder.”

The study was supported in part by The Elisa-
beth Severance Prentiss Foundation, The Rein-
berger Foundation, and the Leonard Krieger Fund
of the Cleveland Foundation.

more About DDC Clinic

The mission of DDC Clinic is to enhance the
quality of life for people with special needs caused
by rare genetic disorders. Since it began providing
medical services in 2002, DDC Clinic’s achieve-
ments have been widely recognized. The clinic re-
ceived the 2006 American Academy of Pediatrics
Special Achievement Award and the 2007 Johnson
& Johnson Community Health Care Crystal Award.
DDC Clinic was also the recipient of the 2007
Northern Ohio Live Award of Achievement in
Health and Medicine and the Excellence Award in
Community Service and Medicine from The United
States Pan Asian Chamber of Commerce.

For more information on DDC Clinic call
440-632-1668 or visit the website at www.ddcclin-
ic.org.

Contact

Darla Klein, Executive Director

DDC Clinic for Special Needs Children
14567 Madison Road,

Middlefield Ohio 44062

440.632.1668

darla@ddcclinic.org
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SOLON FINANCIAL GROUP, LLC

Bo Li, CFP,ChFC,MBA

6200 SOM CENTER RD. B21
SOLON, OH 44139

T 55:(440)519-1838

E-Mail: boli@solonfinancial.com

Securities offered through Multi-Financial Securities Corporation, Member NASD/SIPC. Solon
Financial Group, LLC is not affiliated with Multi-Financial Securities Corporation or ING.
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Margaret W.Wong & Associate Co.,L.P.A. Attorneys At Law
HI3C4E http://www.cimwong.com 3 #F http://www.imwong.com Email wong@imwong.com
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