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Mimi Jong

The concept of this project is to create a transparent cultur-
al nexus,facilitating a space from which Pittsburgh cultural i-
cons may arise.A barge (195 by 50 feet) with a stage named The
River Bird is to celebrate our rivers, connecting with our past to
launch a future that is sustainable and enlightening.The shape
ofthe roofconjures up a soaring bird and also depicts a Native
American symbol for the river. In most Native American
mythology, birds symbolize knowl edge, transformation and
healing-bearers of magic.ThutThe River Bird is to honor the people who lived here
before it was named Pittsburgh.

The River Bird is a design-in progress,with key professionals who would assist
In its realization.The River Bird will serve as an example of sustaina bility, utilizing
natural resources to operate in carbon-neutral fashion. A collaboration with artists and
engineers willenable the architect to integrate visually attractive and highly functional
technology into the deslgn.The structure will bear very tall masts (retra<table to pass
under bridges) with a lightweigh! kinetic sculpture visible from a great distance, pos-
sibly with attention-calling, color-changing devices that indicate weather.The ever-
changing sculpture will be lit by LED lighting. Incorporation of wind energy will be
considered.

Engineers also will wbrk,with an artlt and the archilectto design feather-shaped
photovoltaic panels on the curving roof. LED lighting will bring the feathers and The
River Bird to life.The sculptural back wall ofthe stage not only will illustrate Pitts-
burgh's 250 years of history in 3D.it also will show pre-European local h1st0ry The
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stage floor will be partially
constructed by translucent ma-
terial glowing in a geometric

The architect and an artist will
design the transparent side en-
closures ofthe stage to be
wind-and solar-interactive.
Additional elements necessary-
for proper functioning will be
developed by the architect
collaborating with exhibition,
theater and acoustic specialists.

pattern, backlit from below. '
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