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2009 OSU Chinese Summen Day Camps Completed Successfully
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A Kite-Making Cultural Event
for Children Adopted from China
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COFCC  chil-
dren. Dr.
Patrick

McAloon from
the OSU Chi-
nese Flagship
was invited to

speak to the
COFCC fami-
lies about his
experience with
Chinese  lan-
guage learning
and the oppor-
tunities of
studying  Chi-
The OCA Columbus Chapter nese at OSU. Also at the event was
and Central Ohio Families with Jeff Chan, assistant director of the O-
Children from China (COFCC) SU Institute of Chinese Studies.
co-hosted a 2-hour cultural event for OCACC hopes to work with
the COFCC children on August 29 at  COFCC in providing cultural and
Thompson Park in Upper Arlington. mentoring programs for the children
More than twenty children plus their  adopted from China. For more infor-
parents participated in the event. mation about OCACC and COFCC,
Some traveled as far as Chillicothe.  please visit http://www.ocacolumbus.
Everyone had hands-on experience org and http://www.centralohiofcc.
making kites and then flying them, org. (KS)
thanks to the beautiful
and windy weather.

The event was
focused on kite-mak-
ing led by the Chinese
artist Jingfei Li, who
is a visiting artist at =
OSU from Kunming,
China. The COFCC
co-organizer is Gail
Rigelhaupt with sup-
port from Filomena -
Folden; the OCACC
co-organizer is Kun
Shi with support from
Linda Wong. Present
at the event were board members of
OCACC: SL Lee and Tai Wong,
who used to serve as mentors for the

Photos 7
1. Making kites
2. Flying kites

My Impressions of the Summer Camp
Louisa Armstrong (Student at Cleveland Camp)

I have attended the OSU Chinese Immersion Summer Day Camp at
Cleveland for ten days this summer. It was a great learning experience and
also a lot of fun. Each day for about seven and a half hours, we participated
in a wide range of activities that all involved different elements of Chinese
culture. We learned new words, phrases, and sentence patterns in Chinese
and practiced them by performing skits in front of the class. Our teacher,
Chen Laoshi (Ms. Chen) and our peer mentor, Hailun Zheng, helped us to
learn Chinese. Our teacher spoke to us only in Chinese, so that we could
improve our listening comprehension skills. Our peer mentor helped us to
understand the material by explaining things we did not know and answer-
ing our questions. They were both excellent at teaching. We also used the
Linguafolio computer program to practice applying what we have learned.
We also sang many Chinese songs, like “Lao Shu Ai Da Mi” (Mouse Loves
Rice), “Peng You” (Friends), and the Chinese version of “Head, Shoulders,
Knees, and Toes.” Singing in Chinese was fun and helped us to practice
our language skills.

We also participated in a variety of Chinese cultural activities. These
included Chinese calligraphy, Chinese painting, making bracelets with Chi-
nese knotting, dancing with Chinese fans, Chinese paper-cutting, and par-
ticipating in a Chinese tea ceremony. We also ate many different Chinese
foods for lunch and snacks. These cultural activities helped to increase our
appreciation of Chinese culture. I learned that Chinese culture is different
from American culture, but there are also many similarities. I think that
Chinese culture is very beautiful and exciting.

On the second to last day of camp, we took a field trip to a wonderful
Chinese restaurant. We ordered our food in Chinese, and this was a mean-
ingful application of what we learned. We then went to an Asian supermar-
ket and used Chinese to buy a wide variety of delicious Chinese snacks.
The whole field trip was a lot of fun and very educational.

This camp was a great experience because in addition to learning a
lot, we all became good friends. Our class was very close and we always
had fun learning together and practicing our Chinese together. We came
together as a community to help each other and learn from each other.
Through the Startalk Chinese Immersion Summer Day Camp, I improved
my Chinese and increased my appreciation of Chinese culture, while get-
ting to know some other great students who love Chinese culture as much
as I do.



