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Each road Grace Patuwo
has traveled, from the beach at
her birthplace of Shenzhen,
China, to Copley High School,
where she is ranked first in her
class of 240, has played a sig-
nificant role in the 18-year-old's life.

The Beacon Journal Gold Star Student has
taken few detours in a path leading to Yale Col-
lege, where she will attend classes in the fall af-
ter graduating with a 4.164 grade-point average.

Patuwo remembers the beach of her child-
hood and long hikes with her parents in the
mountains near her home.

"I would play on the beach all the time. I
think that is where my initial love of science
started," she said.

The journey continued when her parents,
Leah and Eddy Patuwo, moved the family to the
United States when Grace was 7 years old and
her brother, David, was a toddler. Eddy Patuwo
is a graduate of Virginia Tech and a professor of
business at Kent State University.

Patuwo credits her parents with instilling
her with a sense of curiosity. Copley guidance
counselor Corinne Magensky and advanced
placement biology teacher Connie Kosanovich
inspired her quest for knowledge, she said.

With their encouragement, Patuwo is de-
veloping a curriculum she hopes will someday
be adopted by Ohio schools to help students
with the battle against drug addiction.

Top Copley student has love of science

Yale College is on path toward medical school for Grace Patuwo, who will pursue neurosurgery

By Kathy Antoniotti Beacon Journal staff writer

"When I was little, nobody
ever told me what drugs would
do to me," she said.

Her research caught the at-
tention of former first lady Lau-
ra Bush and Ohio Rep. Brian
Williams, D-Akron, who sent
her letters of congratulations.

Linda M. Fuline, superin-
tendent of Summit County Edu-
cational Service Center, said
she met Patuwo recently when
the senior was awarded the
2009 Summit County Franklin
B. Walter  All-Scholastic
Award.

"I was extremely im-
pressed with the passion she has
to educate young children in her
desire to give back to the com-
munity," Fuline said. Patu-
wo's interest in the subject be-
gan her freshman year when she
entered a Brain Bee, an interna-
tional neuroscience competi-
tion. Students are quizzed in
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general topics about the brain's anato-
my, imaging waves and neurological
diseases.

She surprised herself by winning
| the regional contest against mostly
W older students. She advanced to the
international competition at the Uni-
versity of Maryland, Baltimore, where
she learned even more about the topic
- at the National Institutes of Health.

"[ was fascinated by how people
become addicted to drugs, especially
teens. A lot of people have no idea
how that happens. I want to help peo-
* ple stop hurting themselves," she said.

That experience led to a
nine-week science internship at the
Cleveland Clinic last summer, which
only fueled her desire to learn more.

"The internship was a big turning
point in my life. I realized I wanted to
be a doctor when I watched my first
neurosurgery," she said.

At Yale, Patuwo will pursue dou-

ble majors in cognitive science
and ethics, politics and economics,
which should lead to medical
school and a career in neuro-
surgery.

"After becoming a doctor, I want
to go into public health. As a pri-
vate doctor, I can only help my patients. But in
public health, I can help the nation," she said.

Vikas Turakhia, advanced placement litera-
ture teacher at Copley High School, recom-
mended Patuwo as a Beacon Journal star stu-
dent.

"She makes me want to be a better teacher,"
Turakhia said in his letter nominating Patuwo
for the award.

While studies forced her to drop out of the
school's tennis team, Patuwo said she still loves
the competitive sport.

She also loves music — having played the
French horn since she was an elementary student
at Chapel Hill Christian School — and hopes to
pursue a minor in music at Yale.

Patuwo is the principal horn player with the
Cleveland Orchestra Youth Orchestra. Playing
chamber music with her friends is one of her fa-
vorite pastimes, she said.

In the end, Patuwo insists it is her parents
who deserve the credit for all her success.

"Without their support and guidance, I
couldn't have done any of this," she said.
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Plant Facts
Maturs Height 50 - 60 feet
Mature Spread 25 - 20 feet
‘Solt Typa Widely Adaptable
ofsture Widely Adaptable
Mature Form Upright
| Growth Rate Hoderate
Sun Exposure Full Sun - Partial Sun

Fall Color Brilliant Yellow

Foliage Color Green
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$89,9OO Rare Flnd Flag Lot (willoughby Hills)
Beautiful lot offers space, tranquility,
360 degrees of beauty near the city with a
country feel. Apple and pear, trees with
blueberry, grape, raspberries at their peak
of performance. South of the lot is an
open apple orchard, north is a pond, west
is 50 acres of deep woods, east is a gentle
rolling entry with a foot bridge, creek and
mature trees along the property line. This
lot is not for the person desiring a square,
typical postage stamp lot. If you have nev-
er experlenced how a ﬂag lot should be,
now is the time. The lot size is 1.3 acres
and mostly cleared. To show that it is in-
deed buildable, we have an approved site
plan and approved septic plan. This means
it is shovel ready for the drive. So if you
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have a house picked out, this will move
your project ahead several months saving
much time and thousands in prep costs.
Don't let this economy stall your life any
longer.

This is a rare opportunity to have it
all. The beautiful lot is under 5 minutes
from the following: Not one but two
Metro Parks; North Chagrin and Chapin
Forest, Manakiki Golf course, shopping,
restaurants, swimming, health clubs, free-
ways, 90, 271, and state rt. 91 and rt. ©.
For going green, this location makes a ton
of sense. Walk this lot and sit at the picnic
table for 10 minutes to take in this oppor-
tunity. A drive by will not give you the ex-
perience you get from being at the exact
location of your new future home.




