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A Great Success of the OSU Chinese Immersion Summer Day Camps
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Thanks to the support from all camp staff’ (camp
coordinators, teachers and peer mentors), the OSU
StarTalk Chinese Immersion Summer Day Camps in three
metro areas (Cleveland, Columbus and Dayton) completed
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teachers and over 20 peer mentors at three sites. The
initial feedback from students and parents are all positive
and they hope the program can continue in the future.
We appreciate the help from numerous people
and organizations to make our summer day camps a
success. It is important to mention that two teachers
from Dayton and five from Columbus also participated
in the teacher development of the OSU StarTalk pro—
gram led by Dr. Noda. Thanks go to Mari Noda,
Huanzhen Zhao and Eric Shepherd for camp curriculum
development.. We particularly want to thank the fol—
lowing organizations for their support: Cleveland Con—
temporary Chinese School and Beachwood City School
District for the Cleveland camp, Ohio Contemporary
Chinese School and Metro High School for the
Columbus camp, and the Great Dayton Chinese School
and Beavercreek High School for the Dayton camp. We
look forward to working with them again next year.
Mari Noda and Kun Shi (co—directors of the OSU

with great success on June 27. The two—week camps Summer Day Camp)
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Parent feedback:
(Columbus parents)

skills in Chinese.”
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“This was a wonderful experience blending
learning in language and culture. Every day,
our son came home excited, telling about what
he had learned and wanting to demonstrate
some of the new skills. The teachers were very
dedicated and the peer mentors were enthusi—
astic. Overall, it was a positive experience that
helped our son develop and strengthen his

(Cleveland parents)

“I think all areas were well balanced and
helped the whole experience:*
was enjoyable and the final performance for the
parents was awe—inspiring!”
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Student feedback:

(A Cleveland student)

“Before I went to this camp, I could not give

. The field trip
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someone directions, was not able to order food at
a restaurant in Mandarin, or write the Mandarin
Chinese word for minutes. (Now I can.)”
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The students in the Cleveland camp
had an immersion experience of Chinese
language and culture for two weeks (June
16—27) at Beachwood Middle School.
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Twenty three students participated with the
support of six teachers and ten peer mentors.
Academic Proceedings

At the start of the camp, the pre—as—
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sessment was conducted to gnn an un—
derstanding of the students’ language
capabilities. From there, the students
were divided up according to their dis—
trict into one of three classes. These
classes were the basis of the small group
practices.

" The facilitators shared roles with the
teachers. They are paired in three
classes: Hong Zenisek and Weixia Guo,
Grace Chen and Zheng Tang, and
| Chunlan Liu and Yin Tang. The
teachers and facilitators followed the
lesson plan designed by OSU.

Teacher Hong Zenisek led the group
instruction for the first three days focusing on
classroom dialogues, introducing oneself and
inviting someone to a birthday party. The
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second three day block was lead by Teacher
Zheng Tang who led the group instruction
on finding directions. The final three days
were lead by teacher Chunlan Liu who
trained students on school supplies and proper
shopping conduct.

After group instruction each day, the
students were broken into small groups before
going to separate classrooms to further prac—
tice the material of the day in the presence of
all teachers and mentors. A post assessment
(presentation) was done on the last day of the
camp.

During lunch, the teachers usually sat
amongst the students to build good commu—
nication. They also explained the dish they
are eating that day by informing the students
of where it is from and how it is made.
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