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The Third Annual
Takes a Quantum

Silk Screen Festival
Leap

Attendance increases 50 percent over previous years

Pittsburgh, PA - May 22, 2008 - The
Third annual Silk Screen Film Festival (May
9—18) showcased 25 feature films from Asia and
by Asian Americans. Attendance this year was
the highest ever with almost 3,000 people at—
tending the films and the Red Carpet Gala.

This year Silk Screen introduced an audi—
ence award for best film (People’s Choice
Award) sponsored by the ,
RAGS foundation.  The &
foundation was started by [
Sridhar & Gunjan Tayur and |
is a non—profit organization
based in Pittsburgh. The
Canadian/Indian film “A—
mal”  directed by Richie
Mehta was picked by film—
goers as the winner. This
wonderful tale of a humble [
rickshaw driver who never |
knows the riches he could
have had was screened earli—
erat the Toronto and San @
Francisco film festivals.

On May 8, the 6th
floor of 121 Seventh Street
was again transformed into a g%
gorgeous array of colors that 5
had  party—goers thinking
that they’d been transported across the Pacific.
From Sarongs to Barongs to Saris and fancy
cocktail attire, the 3rd Annual Red Carpet Gala
of Silk Screen Festival opening night was an a—
mazing sight. Over 450 guests attended imme—

diately following the sold out screening of
Merchant Ivory production of “Before the
Rains” at the Harris theater.

Sally Wiggin, the gala emcee was again en—
thusiastic in announcing performances from
Japanese Choral singers, to the Indian Fusion—
Bhangra team from CMU, to the traditional Is—
land dance of “tininkling” from the Philippines.

Introductions for noted inter—
& national visitors included:
Santosh Sivan (director “Before
8 the Rains” from India)
b Richie Mehta & Rupinder
% Nagra (director/ lead actor
¥ “Amal” of Canada)
Neelam Dao  (Consul General
of India, NY)
i | Manu Narayan (actor upcom—

ing film “Love Guru”, NY )

b Chris Chen & Christina Yee
(Toronto Reel Asian Festival)
Anurag Mehta (writer/pro—
ducer upcoming film “Ranji
- the Cricketer”, San Fran—
Cisco)
Prominent Asian restaurants
throughout the Pittsburgh area
have embraced the Gala and do
nated a bounty of delicious
foods.
For more information about the GALA, Silk
Screen, the film schedule, and year—round pro—
gramming please visit the Silk Screen website at:
www. silkscreentestival.org.
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Northern Eagle Claw ® Northern Shaolin ® Yang Tai Chi ¢ Chi Kung
Two Man Partner Training ¢ Classical Chinese Weapons ® Self Defense
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Head Instructor-Sifu David Slaughter
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www.sifuslaughterscma.com

Cranberry Twp., PA 16066
Phone: (412) 965-5914 Email: SifuSlaughter @aol.com




