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environmental friendly lifestyles.

including: Keep Akron Beautiful;
Akron/Sierra Club; Mike Pruitt Honda;

. . « »
able tips on how to live more “green.

Bk —

on the 91.3 The Summit Earth Day event.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 6, 2008

Master Dylan Alexander Chang
1309 Titania Lane
MeLean, Virginia 22102

Dear Dylan:

Welcome to the world! Your arrival on February 20th has brought great
joy to your proud family

Your life symbolizes the promise of tomorrow, Mrs. Bush and [ wish
you happiness, health, and much love.

We send our warmest regards to you and your parents.

Sincerely,

mIHEGERBERE/NESGHRER
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presentation-at the school.

Akron, at the Montrose—Fairlawn Hilton in celebra—
tion of Earth Day. LightsOut Akron is an event that
invited Summit County residents to turn off all
non—essential lighting for one hour on Earth Day
(April 22) in order to bring awareness to the need for

The Earth Day celebration featured more than
30 local green—friendly businesses and organizations
LightsOut
VESPA
Cleveland; METRO RTA; Summit County Oil &
Water Conservation; Crown Point Farm; Western
Reserve Land Conservancy; and Slesnick Recycling.

Summit County residents gained many valu—
One of the
main topics the residents learned about was the im—
portance of recycling. Connie Kosanovich, Honors
and AP Biology teacher and head advisor to the En—
vironmental Club at Copley High School, has
stressed its importance and successfully initiated a
thriving recycling program at CHS. Each classroom
at Copley has two trash bins, one for recycling paper
and one for garbage. Twice a week, Environmental
Club members voluntarily go around the school to
empty out the recycling bins. In addition to recy—
cling, the Environmental Club passed out 400 trees

LightsOut Akron held a Press Conference on
April 2. Some of the key speakers were Akron
Mayor Don Plusquellic, Summit County Executive
Russ Pry, Keep Akron Beautiful Executive Director
Paula Davis and Sierra Club Energy Conservation
Committee Chair and LightsOut Akron Founder
Rich Fein. All speakers addressed the need to bring
J awareness to our growing energy problem. Mayor
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Last summer Grace VISlted theSchool of For—
eign Language in Shenzhen, China._She_gave-a—
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more “green” buildings. Mr. Fein also asked me
to speak at the press conference as a representa—
tive from Copley High School. There, I gave a

Akron:

Last year, Sydney, Australia turned off their

lights for one hour. That one hour resulted in

to students in celebration of Earth Day and joined in

24.86 tons of carbon dioxide not released into

the road for an hour!
This year, Mr. Fein and Ms. Boyce have

for Summit County in order to bring awareness
to the need for energy conservation and to in—
spire people to reduce their daily energy con—
sumption.
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Plusquellic urged everyone to use energy saving
light bulbs and talked about plans to construct

speech about the importance of LightsOut

the air—that’s the same as taking 48,613 cars oft

organized “LightsOut Akron” as a similar event
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Students Celebrate Earth Day By Grace Feng Patuwo

On April 22, 2008, 91.3 FM The Summit
hosted an event, in conjunction with LightsOut

It is imperative that we all join in and help ini—
tiate the first step in energy conservation. But it is
even more imperative that people my age become
involved in this because the adverse effects of the cli—
mate problem is going to affect us the most. I en—
courage people to use compact fluorescence lights
(CFLs) and other energy saving household products.
The CFLs use 75% less energy and last up to ten times
longer than the standard bulbs.

Mr. William Steffen, the Principal of Copley
High School, has agreed to participate in LightsOut
Akron during the school day. Copley High School
plans to only use half of the lights in classrooms and
hallways with windows.

Many people think that teens are apathetic to
relevant issues, like saving the environment, and that
we’re too caught up in the frivolous details of our
lives to care. But the fact is that, we do care**we just
need a reason to!

Schools, such as Copley, are excellent catalysts
for educating my generation about conserving our
planet’s resources, as well as setting eco—friendly
habits for students. The younger we educate kids
about preserving and taking care of our earth, the
easier it is for them to form good environmentally
conscious habits.

As Co—President of the Environmental Club at
Copley High School, I see the enthusiasm teens have
for conserving our earth. In order to reach other
teens, I have created an event on Facebook, inviting
everyone to participate in their homes and to en—
courage their schools to be involved.

Thoreau pledged in Walden to “reduce life to
its lowest terms.” Let’s reduce our energy consump—
tion to the mere essential. We can’t save the entire
planet by ourselves, but we can save our little part of
it. Let’s think globally and act locally. Help save
your planet earth as well as mine.
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