Chinese Culture Celebration week kicked oft
on March 3rd to March 5th, which included deco—
rations of the Commons, morning announcements,

class presentations and an assembly. The driving
force behind Chinese Culture Celebration week
were Mr. Pfeifer, and multicutural coordinators Yi
Zhang, Beth Wilch, Cindy Hackthorne and Debbie
Borchiding

Mrs. Yi Zhang, also an ESL Teacher at
Wyandot, said that the Chinese parents are grateful
that Wyandot is committed to cultural diversity by
celebrating Chinese culture for a week. Mrs. Zhang
said, “It provides an opportunity for teachers to
understand Chinese culture from authentic people
who are also their students’ parents. This celebra—
tion has built a channel for parents and teachers to
communicate with greater ease and deeper under—
standing.”

When you walked into the Commons of

Wyandot, which has more than 500 students, and

20 percent of whom are of Asian
descent, you were surrounded by a
wide array of Chinese cultural
decorations. In the center of the
Chinese  red
lanterns and two rainbow color

Commons  ten

Chinese dragons were hanging

the stage were Chinese calligraphy
| symbols for all of the animals in the
Zodiac. On the bulletin board
across the stage, there were five Fuwas or Friendlies,
the mascots of the Chinese Olympic Games 2008, a
Chinese flag and a large distinctive and traditional
Chinese handicraft called the Chinese knot. There
was also a huge wall of Chinese paintings depicting
all the beautiful and historical sites across China.

Every morning there was a two—minute
question and answer session by a boy and a girl in—
troducing Chinese culture, history, and literature.

There was a weeklong Chinese cultural pre—
sentation across grade levels by twelve Chinese par—
ents who spent many hours preparing for the 30
minutes presentations, which involved multimedia
and hands—on activities. The topics varied from
Chinese geography, national animals, ten important
Chinese festivals, Chinese inventions, Chinese Zo—
diac, and Chinese food.

An hour long jam packed assembly culminated
the celebration week. The performers were Wyan—
dot children, their parents, and guest presenters

Reported by Yi Zhang

from Karrer middle school, Jerome high school and
Indian Run elementary school. Clark Ren, a Chi—
nese—American graduate of Wyandot, performed
Tai Chi and Jingjing Chen, a former student of
Wyandot and National Merit Finalist played violin.

To have a celebration of Chinese culture of

this magnitude at an American public school was
exciting and historical. The following parents de—
serve prasise for all their efforts: Arjene Chen, Su
Yang, Sophia Su, Liu lichun, Helen He, Cui Yanni,
Ling Dahao, Zhang Yanrong, Zhao Shuang, Ai
Ling, Julie Larson and Gu Qing.
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